
Welcome to the 2016 OEBS spring newsletter. Our
feature speaker is John Riley who will talk about
the ecological history of the Great Lakes. Copies

of his book The Once and Future Great Lakes Country will be
available at $25 each. We will have our regular nest box re-
port session in the morning and after the break Bill Read will
give a short talk on age distribution and movement of Tree
Swallows at the three Tree Swallow grids at Long Point. 
The weather this winter across most of Southern Ontario

has been much warmer with higher than usual temperatures
and lack of snow. October and November 2015 were both
above normal by 1 and 3 degrees. December set the all time
record at 6 degrees celsius above the long term average. This
broke the previous warmest month way back in 1923 by a

full 2 degrees.  January 2016 was 1 degree above normal but
seemed warmer when compared to the bitter cold of the last
two winters. At time of writing in late February the weather
has continued warmer than average. This may bode well for
over wintering bluebirds and those that migrated into the
United States. Unless we experience some weather anomali
in late winter early spring (like the ice storm of 2003)I expect
more bluebirds will over winter successfully and come back
to breed this spring. It could be another record year like
2012. Bluebirds have been seen through out the winter in
the Carolinian areas of Ontario. On the Cambridge CBC on
December 20th a group of 50 Eastern Bluebirds were seen
near Rockton. A total of 83 bluebirds were recorded on that
count. Don Wills has had bluebirds near Carluke for most of
the winter. On warm days they have been sitting on and in-
vestigating the inside of the nest boxes. Katherine Paveley
who works as an outdoor educator at Fern Hill School off
the North Service Road in Burlington has seen and heard
bluebirds throughout the winter. There were other sightings
from Port Hope, Niagara and the Windsor area. 

Weather records from the University of
Waterloo weather station.
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The AGM is set for Saturday, March 19, 2016 at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington.  
Our feature speaker is John Riley, who will discuss the ecological history of the Great Lakes.

Meeting  starts at 9.00 am,  registration is from 8.30-9.00 am
See our website for the program oebs.ca 

The bucket raffle table -To help raise money to
cover the costs of the meeting members do-
nate items that are bid on at the meeting.
George and Kittie Fells are at one end of the
table. Bring an item and we can include it in
the raffle.  
Picture taken by Angie Mueller at the 2015 AGM. 

Bluebird baseball style hats will be for sale at the
AGM. They will be $10 each and there are two

designs on a khaki colour hat. 
The logos are shown below.



Why is it important not to mount
nest boxes on fence posts.
Bill Read
The purpose of a bluebird trail is to maximize the number

of bluebirds and Tree Swallows fledged by using proper pred-
ator protection and mangement techniques. Boxes on fence
posts attract all kinds of predators such as raccoons, Deer
Mice, Red Squirels, weasels etc. Even though some birds will
fledge the number would have been much greater with
proper predator protection.  It is not ethical to lure these
birds into a box where there is a good chance they will be
predated. Raccoons can reach to the bottom of a box even
with the extra piece of wood over the nest hole. The idea of
good predator protection is to stop the predators from reach-
ing the box in the first place.  Most of us started out without
protecting nest boxes and then when we realized how much
predation there was we switched to these better methods.
Another mistake beginning bluebirders make is making to
many nest boxes. Making nest boxes is the easiest part of any
project. Setting them up in the right spots and monitoring
them is the important part. Next to predator protection reg-
ular monitoring of your boxes is most important so that
problems can be dealt with immediately. If you only monitor
your boxes 2-3 times a year you really don’t have a good idea
of how successful or unsuccessful your trail was especially if
the boxes are on fence posts. Regular monitoring is the only
way you can accurately determine how successful you were.
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I ( Bill Read ) am attaching the side opening
nest box to the metal pole using hose clamps.
If this was a top opening box it would be very
hard to see in, this is why I prefer a side open-
ing box hinged at the top.  A one by two inch
piece of strapping pine has been nailed or
screwed to the back of the nest box to accom-
modate the hose clamps. Make sure the screws
or nails do not protrude into the box. As hose
clamps are expensive other methods can be
used to attach the box. Using one hose clamp
at the top and wire at the bottom reduces the
cost. Now we are ready for the grease. With T-
bars a stove pipe baffle can also be used.    
Photo by: Merri-Lee Metzger

Monika Pieper Landoni illustrates how to use a fence pounder to
pound in a 7 foot 4 inch round metal pole. A T-bar is put in the same
way. Make sure to put it in far enough so the frost does not heave it
out. Using the road allowance on less traveled gravel roads with
trees nearby can be productive. Do not point the nest box towards
the road. Try to face the nest box opening away from the prevailing
winds. Putting two nest boxes 6 feet apart with the nest holes facing
in different directions can accommodate both bluebirds and Tree
Swallows. 
Photo by: Merri-Lee Metzger

OEBS Annual Eastern Bluebird
Field Trip
This year’s trip is Sunday, May 22, 2016. We will

meet at 9 am at the Orchard Home Apple orchard. The
farm is located one concession north of St. George at
235 Howell Road St. George N0E 1N0.



Record keping is also an integral part of running a bluebird
trail. 
The OEBS follows a protocol that is recommended by

the North American Bluebird Society and all bluebird soci-
eties across North America. 
The OEBS will not endorse any nest Box Trail that does

not have adequate predator protection. Regular monitoring
is also important in assuring success on your trail.

Where Do Prothonotary Warblers
Go in Winter?
For a long time, we’ve had a very simplistic view of bird

migration: birds breed in North America in the summer, fly
south in the fall to spend the winter in some warm tropical
spot, then return to North America in the spring. But like
most anything that appears simple on the surface, bird mi-
gration is quite complex once we look more closely. 
A cavity nesting male Prothonotary Warbler was captured

on his breeding grounds in Louisiana and fitted with a light
sensitive geolocator. This light weight device collects and
stores data on daylength wherever the bird may be. Upon re-
capturing the bird the following year, the geolocator is re-
moved and the daylength data is downloaded to a computer
for analysis. Since daylength and time of sunrise vary with lat-
itude and longitude, it is possible to determine approximately
where the bird was on any given day. 
Rather than fly straight from the breeding grounds to a

single wintering location and then back again in the spring,
this prothnotary Warbler travelled a much more complicated
route. He first flew to the Louisiana Coast, where he stayed
for a couple of weeks, (presumably loading up on fuel and
waiting for favourable winds). On August 12, he headed
south across the Gulf of Mexico, making landfall in Mexico
on August 13th. He stayed there nearly a month before
working his way east throught the Yucatan, finally arriving in
either southern Cuba or Jamaica, where he stayed for another
month. In mid-November he flew south across the
Caribbean Sea to Central America (Panama or Columbia),
where he stayed for nearly four months. In early March he
started making his way north, flying for one day then resting
for 3-10 days before taking off again. He arrived back on his
breeding grounds on March 23. 
In all he flew a minimum of 8,000 kilometers (about

5000 miles) and visited at least seven countries. His farily ex-
tensive movements around the Caribbean and Central Amer-
ica during the winter may be common- other species fitted
with geolocators have shown similar movements. These
movements may be in response to shifting food resources
during winter, but so little is known about life on the win-
tering grounds that this is just speculation at this point. Still,
this is a fascinating glimpse into migration, and as additional

species are fitted with geolocators we will learn even more
about this often over looked phase of a birds’ life cycles
Jared.D Wolfe and Erik I. Johnson. 2015. Geolocator Re-

veals Migratory and Winter Movements of a Prothonotary
Warbler. Journal of Field Ornithology 86:238-243. 

Editors Note –We only have one individual who sets up
nest boxes for Prothonotary warblers and that person is Don
Wills. Last year Don had a record year with 33 fledged pro-
tons. The entire population in Ontario is only about 
10-15 pairs. Don is hoping for an even better year this season
and would like to see the population rise to at least 25 pairs.

The Great Canadian Birdathon
Angie and Rob Mueller  filled in admirably for Sylvia Van

Walsum who was not able to do birdathon in 2015, she will
be resuming her duties in 2016. Angie and Rob were able to
raise $1050 in this years birdathon ($262.50 goes back to
OEBS)   Thanks Angie and Rob for a great birdathon.
Angie’s highlight bird of the day was a Canada Warbler

because I had not seen one in a few years and I got great
looks at him. Rob’s highlight birds were Great Crested Fly-
catcher and Indigo Bunting, simple because they were seen
within easy walking distance of our house, and it gave him
hope that he would one day be able to add them to our back-
yard bird list. 
For more on their birdathon and to see a complete list of

birds seen go to Angie’s blog. www.angieinto.com/2015

/05/the-great-canadian-bird-thon.html
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This picture by John Balga illustrates ideal Pro-
thonotary Warbler habitat. Bill Read is looking
at two of the nest boxes put up by Don Wills in
Norfolk County.



Nest box Results for 2015 
Bluebird reproductive success was reasonably good de-

spite higher than normal overwintering mortality as a result
of the last two abnormally cold winters. Tree Swallows did
well but were impacted somewhat by periods of cold weather
in late May and June. This resulted in some nestling mortality
which was greater farther North. There were many reports
citing House Wrens as a factor in nest failures for both Tree
Swallows and bluebirds. House Wrens and weather were
recorded the most times as the presumed cause of nest failure
on the 2015 bluebird nest box surveys. There have been re-
ports of Tree Swallow declines on trails where less than ade-
quate predator protection is used. Where boxes are on fence
posts raccoons can clean out a trail overnight. Nest boxes that
are not protected from predators can do well for a few years
but eventually predators find them and productivity declines
year after year. The trail then becomes a population sink.
Dennis Barry came to this same conclusion after setting up a
trail in the Oshawa-Scugog area in the late sixties and early
seventies.

Herb Furniss had another successful year with 
144 bluebirds fledged. Herb’s nest boxes are located in the
Carden Alvar area of the City of Kawartha Lakes. Formerly
Victoria County which was dissolved in 2001 He has had nest
boxes on the Carden plain for the last 29 years and for the
first 24 years worked with Don Parkes on this trail. Herb now
monitors this trail on his own. Both received the bluebird
conservation award in 2003. This trail has fledged 3450 blue-
birds. Herb uses a Coker style nest box. 

Elwood Jones had another successful year with 62 blue-
birds fledged. Elwood is in his 95th year and after 30 years
of monitoring his bluebird trail has decided to retire. Ken
and Lesley Blake will be taking over this trail in 2016. I am
sure Elwood will be giving them lots of sound advice. This
trail is located in Northumberland County near Castleton.  

David James fledged 14 bluebirds from his trail of 
12 nest boxes in Wellington County. Another trail in Welling-

ton run by Douglas Gilmour fledged one nest of Tree Swal-
lows and one of bluebirds. Don Arthurs fledged Tree Swal-
lows but no bluebirds from his 10 nest boxes in Wellington. 

The Essex County Bluebird Club fledged 92 blue-
birds from 17 pairs (92/17 – 5.41 fledged young per pair)
and 801 Tree Swallows (178 nests)  from the 224 nest boxes
they monitor in Essex County. Don Bissonnette coordi-
nates this group. Weather was mentioned as a problem in
March and April with plenty of accumulated snow. House
Sparrows and House Wrens were recorded on the survey
sheet as the number 1 and 2 presumed causes of nest failure.
Another successful year. 

Dennis Lewington maintains 80 nest boxes in Bruce
County. He was able to fledge 61 bluebirds (18 pair) and
174 Tree Swallows from 37 pair. 197 eggs were laid, 
178 hatched and 174 fledged. Weather and House Wrens
were recorded as the number 1 and 2 presumed causes of
nest failure on the survey sheet. Two House Wren nests pro-
duced 10 young. 

Brenda Ryder fledged 10 Tree swallows from her 2 nest
boxes in Brant County. Brenda plans to pair the boxes for
this year. Good luck. Kelly Person fledged 4 bluebirds from
the two nest boxes she has set up in Norfolk County. They
are on greased poles. 

Jerry Powers had another successful year with 225
bluebirds and 618 Tree Swallows fledged from his 200 nest
boxes. His trail is located in Grey County. A total of 44 pairs
of bluebirds were recorded which represents  5.11 fledged
young per pair, this is down from 2014 when Jerry had 
50 pairs fledging 302 bluebirds or 6.04 young fledged per
pair. Boxes are monitored at least twice a week and more
when needed. Jerry grows his own meal worms and fed over
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Dinner time – these young look very well fed
as only one is begging for a meal worm. Males
stay with the young after they fledge to feed
and protect them.  

2015 OEBS Conservation
Award
Elwood Jones is the 2015 recipient of the On-

tario Eastern Bluebird Society Conservation
award. He has maintained a nest box trail for 30 years
near Castleton in Northumberland County. Over that
time Elwood has fledged over 2000 bluebirds. In his
95th year he has decided to retire from monitoring and
has given over his trail to Ken and Lesley Blake. Con-
gratulations Elwood. 



40,000 to the nestlings. Egg to fledgling success was high
this year at 2 25/255 = 88%. All nest boxes have predator
protection. 

Bob Majkut from Niagara fledged one nest of bluebirds
and one of Tree Swallows. His 3 nest boxes are located near
Welland. Henry Bauer fledged 15 bluebirds from 3 pairs
and 24 Tree Swallows from the 11 nest boxes he manages
near Welland, in Niagara County. House sparrows are con-
trolled on this trail.

Brant County bluebirder Kathy Sayeau had 3 nests of
Tree Swallows and one of Eastern Phoebe’s but her bluebirds
did not return after  5 years with successful nests each year.
Boxes are on greased poles. Elgin County bluebirder John
Hotchkiss fledged 2 bluebirds and also had 2 successful nests
of Tree Swallows. He has 4 boxes and uses stove pipe baffles
with screens. 

Ron Yorke from Dufferin had another good year with 
15 bluebirds fledged (from 3 pairs) along with 5 nests of Tree
Swallows and 1 of House Wrens.

John Powers had a very successful year with 130 blue-
birds fledged from his trail of 184 nest boxes. John also
fledged 509 Tree Swallows from 99 successful nests. John
uses T-bars with tubing and grease to protect his boxes. He
also commented on the number of nest boxes in his area that
are mounted on fence posts and never monitored. 

Another great year for Dorothy Haley in Lanark
County. She fledged 54 bluebirds from 13 pairs (4.15 young
per pair) out of her 26 nest boxes. 64 eggs were laid. House
Wrens and weather were recorded as the number 1 and 2 pre-
sumed causes of nest failure. 

John and Janet Foster fledged 12 bluebirds and 
93 Tree Swallows from the 38 nest boxes they have moni-
tored since 1987. (Another good year.) They have also been
members of the bluebird society since inception in 1988. It
started out looking like a really good year especially with the
bluebirds. Things changed quickly, a black bear destroyed
one nesting and a Sharp Shinned Hawk may have taken 2
adult females. In the one case the male fledged 2 of the 3
chicks and in the other nest, the male abandoned. If the fe-
male is lost and the pair bond is broken the male losses in-
terest unless the young are older or close to fledging. Males
are programmed to look after the young once they leave the
nest. Since males do not brood it is better to remove the
younger nestlings and if no other bluebird nests are available
put them in with Tree Swallows that are the same size and
with the addition there are not more than 6. One year I did
this with 13 orphaned bluebird nestlings and all including
the Tree Swallows survived to fledge. Bluebird young will
have to be moved to a box with bluebirds before they fledge
because the Tree Swallows do not feed their young once they
fledge. If there are newly fledged bluebirds from another nest

in the area you can usually get away with releasing them in
that area. Bluebirds can’t count and as soon as they make
their food begging calls the adults will feed them. You would
have to monitor this to make sure this happens. 

Lynda Bere in Middlesex county fledged 7 bluebirds
from her one box and 7 Black Capped Chickadees from an
ornamental nest box in the garden. One pair of bluebirds
nested successfully in a natural cavity. A Tree Frog occupied
the ornamental box for the rest of the summer. Lynda also
had 2 successful nests of Wood Duck; one of these was in a
natural cavity. 

David and Sharon Turner fledged 29 bluebirds from
the 40 nest boxes they have monitored for 32 years in Grey
County. They have been members of OEBS since the begin-
ning. They also had 19 successful nests of Tree Swallows, 
7 of House Wren and Two of Black Capped Chickadee.
When I have chickadees nest in one of my boxes I put a 
1  1/16 hole restrictor over the entrance hole to prevent
House Sparrows, Tree Swallows and bluebirds from entering
and disrupting the nest.  It will not stop House Wrens.
Weather and House Wrens were recorded as the number 1
and 2 causes of presumed nest failure. Ten bluebird pairs
were counted with 5 unsuccessful bluebird nests. 

Margaret Kalogeropoulos and team members Aure-
lio Munoz, Vicky Eaton, Brian and Janet Glover,
Lynn Glover, Rob and Lori Parker and Kathleen
Kvukovic monitor a 120 nest box trail in Niagara. They
fledged 105 bluebirds along with 57 successful nests of Tree
Swallows, 8 of House Wren and 1 of Black Capped Chick-
adee. It was calculated there were 22 bluebird pairs or 
4.77 fledged young per pair. Baffles were used on the poles
to prevent predation. Weather and House Wrens were noted
as the presumed cause of nest failure. This is there 16th year. 
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This picture of an adult Tree Swallow was taken
in Colonel Samuel Smith Park in Toronto by Rob
Mueller. 



Merri-Lee Metzger fledged 103 bluebirds from the 
77 nest boxes she monitors in Waterloo/Wellington.This trail
was originally part of Ken Reger’s trail. Merri –Lee is moving
all nest boxes from hydro poles to areas without House Spar-
rows and putting them on predator protected T-bars and
poles. A total 103 Tree Swallows fledged from 24 successful
nests. One Black Capped Chickadee brood also fledged.
Merri-Lee listed weather, raccoons, House Sparrows, feral
cats and adult Kestrels as possible presumed causes of nest
failure. A total of 133 bluebirds were banded and 96 Tree
Swallows by Dave Lamble. 
Monika Pieper Landoni works with Merri-Lee and

monitored 36 of her own boxes, also part of Ken Reger’s old
trail that they have taken over. Monika has been replacing
boxes in bad condition and moving boxes to areas in better
locations for bluebirds. A total of 46 bluebirds, 20 Tree Swal-
lows and 1 black Capped Chickadee fledged from her boxes.
Monika listed weather and farm cats as the number 1 and 2
presumed causes of nest failure. Both Monika and Merri-Lee
have done an excellent job at getting this trail in shape. The
average person does not realize how much work is involved
in this bluebird business unless they do it themselves. 

have been instrumental in increasing the population of both
Tree Swallows and bluebirds in that area. House Sparrow
control is practiced on this trail. Keep up the good work. 

Willie Moore in Norfolk had a good year with 17 blue-
birds fledged from the 10 boxes he monitors. Willie states
that it was a most rewarding year for me having fledged 
17 bluebirds. One nest of House Wrens and Tree Swallows
also fledged. 

Kittie and George Fells fledged 32 bluebirds from the
40 nest boxes they monitor in Dufferin County. They also
had 10 Tree Swallow nests fledge young along with 2 nests
of House Wren. Ants were mentioned as a problem. A small
amount of Grease on the T-bar or pole will stop ants as long
as it is spread entirely around so there are no ungreased areas. 

The Ottawa Duck Club reported 22 bluebirds fledged
from their 67 nest boxes along with 38 nests of Tree Swal-
lows and 12 of House Wren.  

Delores Hamilton fledged 41 bluebirds from the 
25 nest boxes that she monitors in Wellington County. De-
lores uses grease and baffles to stop climbing predators. Fifty
two Tree Swallows also fledged from her boxes. Boxes are
monitored once per week.

Sherry Shisler had another successful year with 16 blue-
birds fledged from the 12 nest boxes she monitored on her
property in Niagara Region. All poles are greased and Sherry
monitors daily. Did I mention these bluebirds are fed live
mealworms all year round. If I was a bluebird I would move
to Sherry’s place. 

Another successful bluebird season for Wayne and
Linda Buck with 17 bluebirds fledged from 2 pairs. They
manage 39 nest boxes in Perth and Waterloo Counties.
Wayne and Linda have faithfully looked after the registration
table at our annual meetings since the society’s inception and
served on the executive board for many years. They also had
20 successful nests of Tree Swallows. 

Ann Melady monitors 76 boxes in Perth and Huron
Counties. She had no bluebirds but recorded 38 Tree Swal-
low nests. 

Bill Read (Your editor) had a better year with 217 blue-
birds fledged from 190 nest boxes in Waterloo and Brant
counties. This was from 40 pairs which represents 5.4 young
per pair; better than last year’s 4.58. (from the same number
of pairs–40) A total of 318 eggs were laid and 217 bluebirds
fledged. Of the eggs that were laid 68.24% turned into
fledged bluebirds. I had 53 re-traps of previously banded
bluebirds and 52 newly banded adults or recruits into the
population. This is a high number of newly banded adults
and a relatively small number of re-traps which indicates
higher than normal over wintering mortality of older birds.
In a good year like 2012 the re-traps (131) would be much
higher than new adults banded (51) which indicates higher
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This picture of a female Eastern Bluebird feed-
ing its young was taken by Patty Gale at the
Carden Alvar. 

Kurt Frei and Peter Rea had another great year with 
98 fledged bluebirds. They monitor 137 nest boxes in the 
Hamilton-Burlington area of Hamilton Wentworth. They 
also fledged 605 Tree Swallows and 32 House Wrens. House 
Wrens, House Sparrows and weather were noted as the 
1-2-3 causes of presumed nest failure on the survey. All poles 
are greased. They have 84 Peterson boxes- no paint, 44 Dor-
rie boxes painted dark green and 9 other older boxes. They



survival rates over the winter. I also fledged 991 Tree Swal-
lows, 470 from my own boxes and 521 from the two Tree
Swallow grids that I monitor at Windermere basin in Hamil-
ton. These two grids of 50 nest boxes each were put up by
the Canadian Wildlife Service about 15 years ago. Each was
fully occupied by Tree Swallows. There was very little nestling
mortality at Windermere. This illustrates that Tree Swallows
can be successful very close together as long as there is a good
supply of flying insects. On my own trail weather and House
Wrens impacted nest success. House Wrens removed 12 blue-
bird eggs at one orchard site. 

A good year for John Oliverio who fledged 8 bluebirds
from the 12 nest boxes he monitors in Wasaga Beach. John
also had a nest of House Wrens and one of Tree Swallows. 

Chris Lyons had another successful year with the over
700 nest boxes he and Ryan Smith monitor in the Port
Hope area. One hundred of those boxes are for wood ducks
and Owls. They had one nest of Saw Whet Owls that raised
7 young to fledging. (Chris has now had 2 nests of Saw
Whets.) They spent $80 on mice from the pet store to sup-
plement their food supply and force fed the runt of the
bunch. It fledged successfully.  They had 16 successful nests
of Wood Duck and 2 that were not checked because the ice
was too soft to go out on. Nine boxes had Hooded Mer-
gansers. Bluebirds were not as successful but they still man-
aged to fledge 145 young from 49 pairs. Only 35 pairs were
successful at raising 1 brood to fledging. Only 8 pairs out of
15 successfully raised two broods. Three pair failed both
broods. Many of the second brood failures were the result of
House Wren interference.  A House Sparrow male killed the
nestlings in one bluebird nest. Tree Swallows did well with
186 successful nesting’s. There were 36 failed Tree Swallow
nests. Amherst Island had 40 nests of Tree Swallows with
very few dead nestlings. In areas where there was corn or soy
beans Chris found a lot of dead Tree Swallow nestlings. Chris
believes there is a relationship between neonicotids and dead
TRES nestlings. They had 14 nests of Black Capped Chick-
adees with 11 being successful. Chris puts a 1 1/8 hole re-
strictor over the 1.5 in entrance hole. The three failures were
caused by House Wrens. One box of Kestrels produced 
5 young. Overall a very successful year. 

Don Wills had 104 pairs of bluebirds that fledged 
538 young. (5.17 young per pair). Second broods of Eastern
bluebirds were lower than usual with only 45-46 re-nesting’s.
This lowered the overall total somewhat.  Don had over 
250 successful nests of Tree Swallows that fledged an esti-
mated 1200 young. Court Cliff Park north of Hamilton that
Don monitors had another 31 successful nests of Tree Swal-
lows. Don has 450 nest boxes mostly in Brant County near
Carluke. Two pairs of Kestrels fledged 5 young each. These
nest boxes were about ½ mile apart. Along with 30 successful
House Wren nests Don also had 2 nests of Great Crested Fly-

catcher. He did not have a good year with Wood Ducks as
only 50 % were successful. Many had unhatched eggs or were
empty. Don had over 90% success when he started several
years ago. We will have to talk to Wood Duck Alfie about
this. The highlight for Don were the 33 Prothonotary war-
blers (a new record)  that fledged form his boxes in Norfolk
County. House Wrens and weather were cited as the pre-
sumed causes of nest failure. Still a tremendous year. 

John Balga in Essex County had 1 pair of bluebirds that
fledged 4 young and 4 pairs of Tree Swallows that fledged
20 young. Competition with the Tree Swallows limited the
bluebirds to one nesting. John will try pairing the boxes at 
6 feet apart to hopefully get two nesting’s from the bluebirds
next season. 

Adriano Borean had a record year with 96 bluebirds
and 210 Tree Swallows fledged.  His nest boxes are in Glan-
brook Township which is part of Hamilton Wentworth.
Eight House Wrens also fledged. His boxes are placed away
from brushy areas and buildings to avoid conflict with House
Sparrows and wrens. Next year he hopes to break the century
mark for bluebirds. 

Dave Wilson was able to fledge 11 bluebirds from 
5 broods representing 4 pair, two of which were unsuccessful.
Dave also had 17 pairs of Tree Swallows that fledged 
46 young. (89 eggs laid, 62 hatched). House Sparrows and
House Wrens greatly impacted success in 2015. Dave has 
42 nest boxes in Hamilton Wentworth near Copetown. Dave
will be bringing some of his incredible barn board birds on
stakes for the bucket raffle. They were a highlight at the last
AGM. 
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A picture of a male Eastern Bluebird taken by
Nancy Barrett. The plumage looks a little
ragged especially the tail. This would have
been taken late in the nesting season. The
adults moult after the breeding season is over. 



A record year for Dan Welsh with 404 bluebirds
fledged. Dan monitors 450 nest boxes mostly on farms in the
Strabane area just west of Hwy 6 and south of Freelton. Dan
did not make a count of the Tree Swallows but did say it was
maybe the best year yet for them. They occupied all the nest
boxes that the bluebirds did not claim. A total of 75 bluebird
pairs were represented which equates to 404/75 – 5.39
fledged young per pair. Overall Dan’s best year ever. 

Pat Duncan and Rob Cook had a record year with 
80 bluebirds fledging from their trail of 80 nest boxes in Sim-
coe County near Barrie. A total of 116 eggs were laid of which
16 did not hatch. All boxes are on metal poles and greased. A
total of 101 Tree Swallows, 14 House Wrens and 11 Black
Capped Chickadees also fledged. Humans, House Wrens and
raccoons were recorded as the presumed cause of nest failure
on the survey sheet. Next year I am betting they will break
100. 

The Halton Bluebird Club fledged 32 bluebirds from
37 eggs (33 hatched, 4 did not) on their 27 year old trail of
71 boxes. All nest boxes are located in Bronte Provincial Park
in Oakville. This is their lowest total since last year and 2008.
This lower total may be a result of greater than normal adult
Eastern Bluebird mortality caused by the record cold of the
last two winters. Tree Swallows fared somewhat better. A total
of 184 Tree Swallows fledged from 48 nests. Assuming 1 pair
per nest this equates to 184/48- 3.83 fledged young per
TRES pair. TRES eggs laid totaled 267 which is 267/48-
5.56 eggs per pair. Only 199 hatched and 184 fledged. House
Wrens and possibly weasel were mentioned as assumed causes
of lost eggs or nest failure. The following people were in-
volved in this co-operative effort- Joyce Lechasseur (co-
ordinator), Sylvia van Walsum, Kirsten Burling, Steve
Garland, Belinda Wagg, Don Morrison, Floyd Elder,
Irmgard Richter, Trevor Stock, Tom Hunt, Bill and
John Karner and Bobbi Greenleese. Four bluebirds were
banded by Sylvia van Walsum. 

Another group effort in North Durham led by Derek
Connelly had 20 successful nesting’s of Tree Swallow, 5 of
House Wren and one of Black Capped Chickadee. Wren suc-
cess dropped from 17 boxes in 2014 to 5 this year as a result
of a reduction in boxes and placement. This group named
Countryside Preserve located near the town of Uxbridge had
the following people assist with monitoring – Bill Allen,
Aidan Bowers, Uxbridge Scouts, Bruce Cohen,
Diane and Ingrid Czerwenka, Jane Hewlet, Kit
Purdy, Karen Jacobs, Shirley Kimmis Lyne and
Cheryl Niemuller.
The Lafarge – Regan Pit bird box project in North

Durham near the town of Uxbridge had 25 successful nests
of Tree Swallows, 7 of Eastern Bluebird and 2 of House
Wren. The following people assisted with monitoring- John

Fisher, Paul Rothsfell and David Taylor. This project
of 48 nest boxes is under the direction of the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority. 

Elizabeth Kellogg monitors 100 nest boxes in three
different locations in the Port Hope area. At the Darling-
ton Nuclear power plant (27 boxes) there were 24 nests
of Tree Swallows. A total of 144 eggs were laid of which 
121 hatched and 91 fledged. Some boxes had to be aban-
doned because of construction at the site. 

At the Ontario Power Generation site near Wes-
leyville (51 boxes) a total of 47 boxes were used; nine boxes
were used twice and one box three times. There were 47 nest
attempts by Tree Swallows. A total of 248 eggs were laid,
209 hatched and 166 fledged. Four nest attempts by Eastern
Bluebirds produced 18 fledged young in two boxes (probably
2 pair). 

At the Alderville Black Oak Savanna, on Alderville
First Nation (22 boxes) Eastern Bluebirds built 9 nests,
laying 41 eggs and fledging 27 young. Tree Swallows built
16 nests, laying a total of 78 eggs and resulting in 52 fledged
young.  House Wrens have not been a big problem at this
site, perhaps because regular prescribed burns keep shrubby
vegetation in check. One nest of chickadees and three of
House Wrens also fledged. 
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This is a great picture of a couple of male blue-
birds pretending they are nuthatches. There
plumage is immaculate. This picture was proba-
bly taken after they moulted sometime in late
fall early winter. 
Picture by Ted Lazich. 



Jessica Hale had an excellent year with 96 bluebirds,
138 Tree Swallows, 5 House Wrens and 7 Black Capped
Chickadees fledged. Jessica took over this 62 box trail in
rural South Niagara Falls from Lucille Coleman and has
done an excellent job monitoring the boxes. Environment
Canada erected 20 nest boxes near Jessica’s but this did not
seem to hurt her success. These were set up to study the ef-
fects of bio solids on agricultural lands. They have 2 inch hole
openings for starlings. Environment Canada responded
quickly to put on 1.5 inch hole reducers on any box that had
bluebirds. At least 4 pairs of bluebirds fledged young from
the different Environment Canada nest box sites. A Black
Capped Chickadee nested in the Environment Canada nest
box fledging 7 young. I suggest putting a 1 1/16  hole re-
ducer over the hole opening to prevent larger birds from de-
stroying the chickadee nest. 

Robert O’Donnell maintains a nest box trail of 
42 boxes in Renfrew County. He fledged 31 bluebirds from
the 43 eggs that were laid. There were 12 dead bluebird
young recorded in the boxes,. Weather was cited as a possible
presumed cause. Five chickadees and 15 Tree Swallows also
fledged. 

Volunteer Anne McLaganmonitored the nest boxes of
The Rare Charitable Research Reserve in Cambridge
and reports a very successful season in 2015. A total of 

158 Tree Swallows and 9 bluebirds fledged from the 41 nest
boxes. (Spring Bank Gardens-3, Indian Woods-8, South
field-2, Blair Flats-18 and Hogs Back -10)

Dan and Manley Baarda had a good year with 
50 fledged bluebirds from 13 pair- 3.85 fledged young per
pair. There were 11 boxes used with 14 successful nests. The
50 boxes they monitor are located below and above the es-
carpment near Beamsville in Lincoln Township. They also
fledged 103 Tree Swallows. House Sparrows were the num-
ber 1 problem, weather a close second. 

Virginia Hildebrandt had a year similar to last year
with 14 bluebirds fledged from the 2 pairs on her property
near Puslinch in Wellington County. The other 9 nest boxes
(total-11) were occupied by Tree Swallows. 

Brenda Van Ryswyk manages all the nest boxes on
Conservation Halton properties. This is done during her
spare time as it is not a work priority. Success varied by loca-
tion but there was a total of 81 nest boxes with 8 successful
Eastern Bluebird nestings, 51 successful Tree Swallow nest-
ing’s and 11 House Wren nests. Two pairs of Barn Swallows
each nested twice on the main administration building. All
the nest boxes are protected from predators (with stove pipe
baffles or greased poles) House Sparrow control is practiced
where necessary. Tree Swallow grids are located on the south
and north sides of Mountsberg lake. The north grid has al-
ways been called Swallowville. Brenda has worked hard to re-
locate boxes to better areas and install predator protection.
Overall a very successful year. 

Vianne Ninness near London had 1 pair of bluebirds
fledge 5 young on the first nesting.  House Sparrows dis-
rupted the second nest attempt and the eggs did not hatch
on the third attempt. House Sparrows killed the 1 pair of
Tree Swallow young 2 days before fledging. Vianne fed meal
worms to the bluebirds during breeding. They left and re-
turned on the day their first grandchild was born and the day
after Christmas looking for meal worms. I suggest putting
extra boxes up to draw the House Sparrows away from the
other birds. Once the House Sparrows nest they can be
trapped and humanely killed. 

There is no substitute for good 
weather and good management

David Lamble fledged 45 Eastern Bluebirds from his
trail of 400 nest boxes in Wellington County. The percentage
of fledged young to eggs was 59 %. (76 eggs laid). Fledged
young (45) per pair (17) was 2.65. David had 142 successful
nests of Tree Swallows (25 unsuccessful), 4 of House Wrens
and 4 of Black Capped Chickadees. House Sparrows, House
Wrens, humans, squirrels and mice were recorded as the pre-
sumed cause of nest failure. 
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An environment Canada nest box set up to
study the effects of bio solids on agricultural
lands using European Starlings as the study
bird. This is why the nest hole opening is 
2 inches.  OEBS DOES NOT ENDORSE ESTAB-
LISHING A NEST BOX TRAIL NEAR SOMEONE
ELSE’S. IT IS JUST NOT GOOD BLUEBIRD ETI-
QUETTE.  



In Norfolk County near Port Rowan Audrey Heagy
and David Okines had another very successful year fledging
18 bluebirds from 3 pair and 85 Tree Swallows from the 
48 nest boxes they monitor. Tree swallows fledged were up
considerably from 53 last year. All boxes are on their own
property. One pair of Black Capped Chickadees fledged 
11 young from 2 nesting’s. All young and adults were
banded. 

Fern Hill School on the north Service Road in Burling-
ton had a very successful year with 22 bluebirds fledged from
the 17 nest boxes on their property. Seven nests of Tree Swal-
lows also fledged young. All boxes are on T-bars and greased
to prevent climbing predators. The students were able to as-
sist while banding the young. Five nests of Barn Swallows
were also successful.

The Long Point Bird Observatory monitors 
160 nest boxes at three Tree Swallow grids in the Long Point
area. The grids are located at the tip of Long Point, Mud
Creek just North East of Port Rowan and the sewage lagoons
in Port Rowan.  A total of 781 young were banded at these
grids; 235 at Mud Creek, 269 at the Sewage Lagoons and
239 at the tip. A total of 339 adults were banded at the grids.
There were 236 re-trapped previously banded birds. See ar-
ticle in the fall 2015 newsletter on age distribution and move-
ment of Tree Swallows between grids at these sites. Thanks
to Mark Conboy for providing this data. 

Tricia Nunan from Paris had one successful bluebird
nesting fledging 3 young. 

Mary Anne Rose increased her trail from 60 nest boxes
to 81 in 7 locations that covered about 4 concessions in
South Brant County. Karen Tufford has some of her own
boxes that are part of this trail and assists Mary Anne.  Eight
pairs of bluebirds fledged 52 young along with 224 Tree
Swallows. Seven of the bluebird nestlings were banded by Bill
Read.  Bluebirds have been seen and heard throughout the
winter. Mary Anne also had 4 of 7 Wood Duck boxes occu-
pied and fledge I brood of Wood Ducks and 3 of Hooded
Mergansers. 

The Orillia Naturalists Club nest box project coordi-
nated by Ray Kiff had another successful year with 57 blue-
birds, 33 Tree Swallows and 6 Black Capped Chickadees
fledged from their nest boxes. Ray comments that spring was
unusually late after a hard winter. The first bluebird was not
sighted until April 14, a month later than usual. Leanore
Wiancko’s trail fledged 31 bluebirds, 12 Tree Swallows and
18 House Wrens. Leanore comments that it was an average
year with few disasters except that someone stole 2 Coker
boxes with 4 bluebird young and the other with 4 Tree Swal-
low young. Keeping the vegetation down around the nesting
boxes seems to have helped taming the House Wren attacks.
Field mice also occupied some boxes.

Henry Miller did not have as good a year in 2015 with
only 66 bluebirds fledged along with 166 Tree Swallows
from 255 nest boxes. He reported 118 EABL eggs aban-
doned and 71 dead EABL nestlings. These boxes are located
in the Rainy River District just west of Thunder Bay.  No
dead adults and no sign of predation or blowflies. The
weather was cold in May and June was cool with a lot of rain.
Last year was warm in May and June and 175 bluebirds
fledged. Henry has 37 trails of 352 boxes in different areas
with 12 trails (97boxes) monitored by other people. Not all
of these people reported. Two trails were destroyed by rac-
coons and have been taken down. One trail of 34 boxes (that
had all Tree Swallows) at a school had all the boxes predated
by raccoons. These boxes have now been taken down.  Rac-
coons are becoming more common in the Rainy River Dis-
trict.  In other areas the brush along the roadside has not
been cut leading to more wren predation. Henry has re-
moved some lines that caused problems so there will be fewer
to monitor next year. It takes him 3 days to monitor all the
boxes. Overall weather was the most important factor in
the lowered reproductive success. Raccoons, pesticides and
House Wrens also impacted success. Henry commented that
the weather is more volatile and the extremes more exagger-
ated than in the past in his neck of the woods. This may or
may not be a result of global warming. 

Ruthven National Park near Cayuga is the location
of a very successful nest box trail of 170 boxes that are mon-
itored by Christine Madliger, Chris Harris and Nancy Furber.
This is also the site of a bird banding operation run by Rick
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Picture taken by Herman Veenendel. This ap-
pears to be an older female. Older females do
not have the prominent eye ring like a younger
female would. It also does not appear to have
moult limits in its wing. 



Ludkin and Nancy Furber. Christine and Chris banded 
417 Tree Swallows (41 adults and 376 young)   Most boxes
are paired and have cone guards with greased poles. There
were 3 bluebirds banded in April and 14 in May. In June and
July 18 Eastern Bluebirds were banded from nest boxes 
(2 adults and 16 young). Bluebirds were not monitored as
regularly so an actual count of pairs was not available.   

Ellen and Jerry Horak from Glen Morris fledged 
24 bluebirds and 30 Tree Swallows from their trail of 21 nest
boxes in North Brant County.  These boxes are on T-bars 

Robert Hunt in Bruce County reported that a group
effort of 642 boxes were monitored by a Doug Murdock,
John Ford, Gord Cattril, Matt Frillman, Beth Anne
Currie, Jim Hastie, Derby School, Stone Tree golf
course, Legacy golf Course, Rob MacGreger, Camp
McGovern, Dennis Knight and Jen Harris. A total of
95 bluebird, 28 House Wren, 265 Tree Swallow and 42 nests
of Black Capped Chickadees were reported. Nest boxes were
monitored 2-4 times per season and estimates were made of
the success or failure in each box based on the contents. 

Robert Hunt monitored 723 nest boxes (35 trails) in
Bruce County. Each box was checked between 3-4 times and
success or failure was determined by examining the nest con-
tents in each box. A total of 90 bluebird, 270 Tree Swallow
and 10 House Wren nests were recorded as being successful.
Twenty one nests of bluebirds and 28 of Tree Swallow were
recorded as being unsuccessful. Robert commented that this
was a good year and that the only problem was the cold
weather in the spring which resulted in some nestling mor-
tality.  

Ben Oldfield had a successful year with 6 bluebirds
fledged from 2 nests and 13 Tree Swallows from 2 other
nests.  Nest boxes are located in Lowville Park in Halton.
Weather may have been a factor in first brood mortality of 
3 nestlings. Ben plans to put up 4 more boxes this spring.

Al and Linda Thrower maintain 120 nest boxes on the
Ontario Power Generation site at Nanticoke. Approximately
500 Tree Swallows and 1 nest of bluebirds fledged from the
boxes. House Sparrows and weasels impacted the number of
fledged young.  

The Eastern Bluebird has been able to maintain a
widely distributed healthy population in 
Ontario because of the efforts of all those 

individuals who maintain and monitor predator
proof nest box trails. I thank them all. 

See everyone at the 
AGM on March 19th. 
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Mountain Bluebirds show up somewhere in On-
tario every 2-3 years. This picture of a female
Mountain Bluebird was taken by Nancy Barrett
near Whitby in the fall of 2015. The bird stayed
for well over a month giving everyone a chance
to see it. 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the 1916 Migratory Birds Convention, the
Royal Canadian Mint is producing an amaz-
ing, limited-edition, colour series of fine 

silver collector coins. The first coin in the se-
ries is now available, and depicts a gorgeous
Mountain Bluebird. A second coin, featuring

an American Avocet, will be issued on 
June 2, followed by an American Goldfinch
on August 2, and a Pileated Woodpecker 

on November 1. 

You can learn more about or 
invest in these coins on the 

Royal Canadian Mint website.



Are parasites to blame for the 
decline of American Kestrels?
American Kestrel populations have been showing wide-

spread declines commencing in the 1980’s. The cause of the
declines are unclear, although researchers have been pointing
the finger at habitat loss, climate change, growing number
of Cooper’s Hawks ( a predator on kestrels ), and West Nile
Virus, among other problems. One area that has not received
much attention is parasite loads on nestlings.  
Ectoparasites  (parasites that live on the outside of animals

) can weaken and even kill nestlings. Depending on the par-
asites, nestlings may suffer blood loss, feather loss, skin irri-
tation, secondary infections, and other unpleasant conditions. 
Researchers in New Jersey worked with a set of kestrel

nest boxes. At the start of the nesting season they cleaned
out all the old nesting material from half of the active boxes.
They returned at regular intervals to remove all the ectopar-
asites from those nestlings and to replace all the nesting ma-
terial with new nest material; they visited the nest boxes of
the other group just as often but did not remove nestling or
remove nest material. When the nestlings were 20-22 days
old, both groups were weighted and measured. 
The result: all that careful work of removing parasites and

replenishing the nest material was for naught. There was no
difference in size between the two groups and no difference
in nestling survival. 
Much scientific research is conducted to find out what

isn’t true, which is usually easier and more definitive than
finding out what is true. This study was a good example of
this approach. 

Although we still do not know what is causing the popu-
lation declines among American Kestrels, we can probably
cross parasites off the list. 
Mark J.Lesko and John A. Smallwood. 2012 Ectopara-

sites of American Kestrels in Northwestern New Jersey and
their relationship to nestling growth and survival. Journal of
Raptor Research 46:304-313   

Editor’s Note The insides of Kestrel boxes are not a
clean environment in the eyes of humans, excrement or white
wash is shot against the walls of the nest box by the young,
prey items both new and old litter the nest material and ec-
toparasites are usually found on the young. In our eyes it can
be a pretty dirty place. The kestrels don’t seem to mind as
they have evolved with this scenario. We often give the same
unwarranted attention to blowfly parasites that attach them-
selves to bluebird nestlings. They suck the blood from the
nestlings until they reach a size that can be easily seen, usually
attaching themselves to the legs. The studies I have read
where comparisons were made between nestlings with and
without blowfly parasites showed no difference between the
two groups in weight and fledging success. They just look
ugly and we automatically think this can’t be right and we
want to do something about it. I have found lots of nests
where the nestlings fledged successfully and the bottom of
the nest box is covered with blowfly pupae. Possibly there is
some benefit that we don’t know about. Is the immune sys-
tem made stronger by this stress from the effect of the
blowfly larva?
Some of our members have successful kestrel nest box

trails.  May be we should be spending more time putting up
kestrel boxes. To be discussed at the AGM morning session.  
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Picture by Barry Cherriere. 


