
Welcome to the 2019 OEBS Spring Newsletter. We will
be celebrating our 31st year on Saturday, March 23, 2019.
The Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society was founded in 1988.
We have a full program with two keynote speakers, some
short presentations and a bucket raffle. The short presenta-
tions will deal with bluebird management. Jeremy Bensette
will be our feature speaker in the afternoon discussing his
record breaking year with Ontario birds. In the morning Kyle
Hollaway will talk on damselflies and dragonflies. Donations
to the bucket raffle greatly appreciated. Admission this year
is $10 which includes coffee and donuts. 

Nest Box Results for 2018
Overall it was a good year on most nest box trails in On-

tario for both bluebirds and Tree Swallows. Bluebird nesting
was delayed by about a week to 10 days because of the record
breaking cold in April. April 16 felt like January 16 as an ice
storm hit us on the Saturday morning of April 16 and lasted
to the following Friday. This made it more difficult for blue-
birds as they had to compete directly with Tree Swallows for
nest boxes. There was some adult Tree Swallow mortality as
a result of the ice storm. One trail operator found 19 dead
Tree Swallows in nest boxes after the ice storm. These were
in boxes close to the Grand River. When there are no flying
insects swallows usually go to water bodies to try and glean
insect hatches from the waters surface. 

Usually bluebirds would be laying eggs and incubating in
mid to late April just ahead of most of the Tree Swallow ac-
tivity. Once we got past April–May, June and July were all
above average creating ideal conditions for nesting success
for both Tree Swallows and bluebirds. Deer Mice are becom-
ing an increasing problem for trail operators. It is now rec-
ommended that you seal nest holes during the winter to
prevent them from overwintering and nesting in the box.
House Wrens were also a major problem with many trail op-
erators saying it was the worst year ever for wren predation.
Their activity was accelerated by the unusually warm weather
after April and because of the delayed bluebird nesting that
put them in more direct conflict with bluebirds. House
Sparrows were also mentioned as a major problem on some
trails. 

Collection of Bluebird Fledged
Nests

Last summer I asked a number of trail monitors to collect
fledged bluebird nests for analysis of the contents. This study
is conducted under the direction of Dr. Jack Werren of the
University of Rochester. I recently received the following
email – Hi I’m Hannah Cook, a sophomore at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, and I have been doing research in Dr. Jack
Werren’s lab using the bird nests you sent to Dr. Chris Dar-
ling at the Royal Ontario Museum this past summer. I just
want to thank you for providing us with all of that material.
It has lead to some interesting findings. I have been working
to document previous and current distributions of Nasonia
Wasps. These wasps are parasites of the bird blowflies that
then parasitize the birds that live in nest boxes. We have
found a rare species of wasp in the samples you sent us, and
are working to identify whether it is the species we had pre-
dicted was likely extinct in nature. The nest collection will
continue in 2019. The following people were involved in the
2018 nest collection–Dan Welsh, Don Wills, Bill Read,
John Powers, Gerard Powers and Elizabeth Kellogg. 

Karen Root had 5 successful bluebird nests from 4 pair
on her nest box trail of 9 boxes in Halton County. All nest
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box poles are greased to stop climbing predators. House
Sparrow control is practiced. 

Robert Majkut had another successful year with 20 blue-
birds fledged from 3 pair on his trail of 6 nest boxes in Well-
and. All nest boxes are on metal poles with predator
protection. 

Long time members Dennis and Gwen Lewington
fledged 76 bluebirds from the 80 nest boxes they monitor in
Bruce County. Dennis runs a bluebird trip each year for the
local naturalist club. All boxes are on T-bars and greased.
George Coker style nest boxes are used. A total of 38 House
Wrens,142 Tree Swallows and 5 Great Crested Flycatchers
also fledged. Weather and House Wrens were listed as the
number 1 and 2 presumed causes of nest failure. Thanks
Dennis and Gwen for your support and promotion of the
bluebird society over the years. Dennis runs a bluebird nest
box trip annually and hands out our bluebird brochures. 

Another great year for Wayne and Linda Buck who
fledged 46 bluebirds from the 33 nest boxes they manage in
Waterloo and Perth Counties. Nest boxes are of a Peterson
and NABS design. All are on T-bars and greased. Wayne and
Linda have run the registration desk since our first bluebird
meeting. Many thanks for their support of the bluebird soci-
ety over all these years. Also fledged were 18 nests of Tree
Swallows, 2 of Black Capped Chickadees and 1 of House
Wren.

David Gascoigne reports 2 successful nests of bluebirds
that fledged 8 young with one nest unsuccessful. This co-op-
erative group at Spruce Haven Farm in Waterloo monitors 9
nest boxes. Tree Swallows were successful in 6 of the nest
boxes. Others in the group include Kevin Grundy, Ross
Dickson, Heather Polan, Jason Earl and Daina Anderson.
Nest boxes used are a combination of boxes previously used
by Joe Krall and boxes purchased at the bluebird meeting
(Dorrie nest boxes). This group also helps monitor and band
Barn Swallows at the Spruce Haven barn and one across from
it called Blaze Farms. A total of 24 Radio Transmitter tags
were attached to the Barn Swallows at these locations. 

Josef Kral reported 1 successful pair of bluebirds that
fledged 4 young from the 37 nest boxes he monitors at his

new location in Lambton County. Josef had a very successful
Tree Swallow and bluebird trail in Guelph for many years.
Joe has maintained a nest box trail for 26 years. He employs
a metal guard around the poles to protect them from climb-
ing predators. Also fledged were 182 Tree Swallows and 5
Black Capped Chickadees. Only 4 Tree Swallow nests were
unsuccessful. House Sparrows, humans, weather and House
Wrens were recorded as the 1-2-3-4 presumed causes of any
nest failures.

Editors Note – If you are lucky enough to have Black
Capped Chickadees attempt to nest I recommend the fol-
lowing. This is especially important if you have House Spar-
rows. Reduce the nest hole to 1 inch to–1 1/16 inch using
a small piece of 3/8 inch plywood using a hole saw or For-
stner bit to make the hole. Make sure to sand the inside
edges until they are smooth and attach over the existing
hole. This will prevent House Sparrows, Tree Swallows and
bluebirds from usurping the nest. 

Stan Palinski fledged 10 bluebirds from two pair on his
trail of 6 nest boxes in North Dumfries. A total of 16 Tree
Swallows also fledged. Boxes were of natural rough pine and
on poles which were greased to stop climbing predators. 

The Ottawa Duck Club had another successful year with
17 bluebirds fledged from the 57 nest boxes they monitor in
Ottawa. Nest boxes were located in pastureland, open field,
roadside and cemeteries. One nest of Black Capped Chicka-
dees and 29 Tree Swallow nests also fledged young. Humans
were recorded as the number one presumed cause of any nest
failures. 

Kelly Person in Norfolk County had one successful blue-
bird nest that fledged 3 young. One nest of Tree Swallows
fledged 5 young. Poles are greased to stop climbing preda-
tors. 

Alba DiCenso and Brian Hutchison monitor 10 nest
boxes in Flamborough (Hamilton). One bluebird nest
fledged 5 young. Also fledged were 2 nests of Tree Swallows,
6 of House Wrens and one of Black Capped Chickadees. Dan
Welsh helped with the monitoring. All nest boxes are of a
Dorrie nest box design. Four of 5 Wood Duck boxes yielded
40 Hooded Merganser eggs, 38 of which hatched. 

Lynda Bere fledged 4 bluebirds from the 1 nest box
(Wood Duck box) she monitors in Middlesex County. A nat-
ural cavity nest nearby also fledged 4 young bluebirds. 

John and Janet Foster report that there only nest of
bluebirds with newly hatched young were removed by House
Wrens. The first male bluebird arrived March 22 and 4 Tree
Swallows were sighted on the wires by the lane on April 10.
It was their worst year ever for wren predation with 
63 chicks/eggs lost due to House Wrens. Weather also
played a role as the ice storm hit them on April 15, a day be-
fore it reached the southern part of the province. A total of
103 Tree Swallows fledged successfully. They have main-
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tained this trail of 40 nest boxes near Madoc in Centre Hast-
ings County since 1987, the same year they joined the blue-
bird society. 

Don Arthurs and Carol Pallett had 1 successful nesting
of bluebirds in Erin (Wellington County) that fledged 
5 young. The nest box was on a T-bar and greased. 

Kathy Sayeau manages 14 nest boxes on her 10 year old
trail in Oxford and North Dumfries Counties. Boxes are
monitored weekly and all poles are greased to stop climbing
predators. House Sparrow control is practiced. A total of 
11 bluebird young fledged from 2 pair. Meal worms were fed
to the young. One nest was unsuccessful. A total of 16 Tree
Swallows also fledged. Kathy reports that over a 100 Barn
Swallows also fledged from 2 old dairy barns, a horse barn
and a shed. Another good year. 

Long time member Henry Bauer had another good year
with 22 bluebirds fledged from the 13 nest boxes he manages
in Pelham (Welland County). A stove pipe around the pole
and grease are used to stop climbing predators. Henry has
maintained a nest box trail for over 25 years. Also fledged
were 4 nests of Tree Swallows. 

Stewart Mclellan manages 12 nest boxes in Durham re-
gion. No bluebirds yet but 23 Tree Swallows and 6 House
Wrens fledged from these boxes. House Wrens removed 
6 eggs from 1 box. Sparrow Spookers are used to deter
House Sparrows. Stewart reported that there was no loss of
young from higher temperatures in late June early July. Nest
boxes located in pastureland, open fields and roadside. 

Graeme DeLieveseley manages 23 nest boxes In Hamil-
ton District just west of St. George. He had a very successful
year with 36 young fledged from 6 pair, 3 pair nested twice.
1 nest had 5 white bluebird eggs. Also fledged were 5 nests

of House Wrens and 8 nests of Tree Swallows. Bill Read
banded 8 of the bluebirds. Graeme also has a healthy colony
of Barn Swallows. Boxes are in pastureland, hedgerow and
garden. 

Robert Mueller had a very successful year with 87 Tree
Swallows fledged from 17 nests (5.12 fledged per nest). Most
of the boxes are located at Humber College. Robert has put
in a lot of work to get some old boxes rebuilt and add new
ones and it shows from the success he has had at the three
locations he monitors. No bluebirds this year. 

The Halton Bluebird Club set a record this year with
60 bluebird young fledged from 11 pair (5.45 per pair) on
their 30 year old trail of 71 nest boxes. Bluebirds laid 71 eggs
in 2018 compared to 104 in 2017 when 56 fledged. All nest
boxes are located in Bronte Provincial Park near Oakville. A
total of 114 House Wrens (2017-52 fledged) and 145 Tree
Swallows (189 eggs) fledged. Tree Swallow numbers were
down from 2017 when 184 fledged from 226 eggs. House
Wrens may be impacting Tree Swallows in a negative way.
The following people were involved in this co-operative ef-
fort–Joyce LeChasseur (co-ordinator), Kirsten Burling,
Floyd Elder, Bobbi Greenleese, Clive Hodder, Tom
Hunt, Don Morrison, Bert Poaps, Sharleen Weatherley
and bander Sylvia van Walsum. 

Chris Lyons had a better year with 46 successful bluebird
pairs that produced over 230 fledged young. There were 
17 double broods. Chris has around 700 nest boxes which
include 100 owl and Wood Duck boxes mostly in Northum-
berland County. Chris had 180 successful nests of Tree Swal-
lows, 5 of Black Capped Chickadees and 1 Kestrel that
fledged 3 young. He reported that House Sparrows have de-
clined in his area around Port Hope. He only trapped 3 this
year, 2 on Amherst Island and one other. 

There is no substitute for good weather
and good management. 

David and Sharon Turner had another successful year
with 18 bluebirds from 32 eggs, 64 Tree Swallows (from 
88 eggs) and 4 nests of House Wren. Their 35 year old trail
of 40 nest boxes is located in Grey County near Markdale.
They recorded wrens as the number 1 cause of presumed nest
failure and said that they have increased. There are no House
Sparrows in this area. Cones and stovepipe are used to deter
climbing predators. 

Herb Furniss monitors 90 nest boxes in the Carden
Alvar area of Victoria County (City of Kawartha Lakes). Herb
had a very successful year with 143 bluebirds fledged from
185 eggs. His trail had 27 pairs of bluebirds which represents
(143/27) 5.30 young fledged per pair. Egg to fledged per-
centage is high at 77.3%. Herb uses a white George Coker
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Nest box design. Possible some eggs were lost to a weasel.
Herb mentioned that Sir Sanford Fleming College student
April Dejong has been a tremendous help with the monitor-
ing of the nest boxes. Nancy and Allan Hopkins who live
at the end of Herb’s trail on Shrike lane fledged 12 bluebirds
giving the area a grand total of 155 bluebirds fledged.

Jessica Hale had another successful year with 90 fledged
bluebirds from 120 eggs. Her nest boxes are located in Ni-
agara Falls. Jessica checks the nest boxes every two weeks.
House Sparrows are discouraged through nest removal. A
total of 162 Tree Swallows and 9 House Wrens also fledged
from Jessica’s boxes. Weather and House Sparrows were
recorded as the no 1 and 2 presumed causes of any nest fai-
lures. Jessica also commented that the extremely hot and dry
weather definitely impacted her bluebirds this year. Several
broods appeared to succumb to heat/hydration, as no ev-
idence of predation or attack from House Sparrows was ob-
served. 

Anne Melady monitors 120 nest boxes in 4 different
areas in Huron and Perth Counties. She had the first nest of
bluebirds this year, unfortunately she was away for most of
the summer so did not get to see them. In one area of 
10 boxes 4 dead adult Tree Swallows were found. No results
on the success of the Tree Swallows were reported. Some
boxes are located at the Hullet reservoir but lack any kind of
predator protection.

John Hotchkiss had a good year with 22 fledged young
from 5 pair of bluebirds. His trail of 22 nest boxes are located
in Elgin County. John uses stove pipe combined with heavy
grated metal screens to protect against climbing predators.
Also successful were 12 nests of House Wren and 6 of Tree
Swallow. House Sparrows were listed as the number one pre-
sumed cause of nest failure. All House Sparrow nests are re-
moved. John is experimenting with different coloured nest
boxes and in 2019 will have half of his boxes blue with one
blue house in each pairing. Of the 6 successful broods in
2018 four were in blue boxes. 

Gerard S. Powers manages 180 nest boxes in Gray
County and had another good year with 207 bluebirds
fledged. This is down from the 2017 total of 245 fledged. A
total of 228 eggs were laid in 2018. A total of 51 nests were
represented with only 1 unsuccessful. White eggs accounted
for 24 of the 228 that were laid. Gerard uses a tree branch
box similar to George Coker’s mudroom box. All boxes
painted slate-grey are on T-bars and heavily greased to stop
climbing predators. A total of 76 Tree Swallow nests pro-
duced 451 young (5.93 young per nest). Thirty six pairs of
bluebirds were represented which equates to (207/36) =
5.75 bluebirds fledged per pair. After the April ice storm 
2 adult female bluebirds were found dead in nest boxes.
Weather and the monoculture farming operations of corn
and soy beans were listed as the number one cause of prob-

lems affecting cavity nesting birds in his area. One pair of
bluebirds was observed nesting in a natural cavity. 

John Powers had his best year yet with 153 bluebirds
fledged from 27 pairs and 34 successful nests on his trail of
174 nest boxes in Bruce County. A total of 172 eggs were
laid of which 9 were white. A total of 10 dead young were
recorded and 9 eggs did not hatch. Ten nests were unsuc-
cessful. All his boxes are on greased steel posts and predator
protected with metal eavestrough or PVC tube. John also
had 475 Tree Swallows fledge from 93 nests. A total of 
26 dead nestlings and 20 unhatched eggs were recorded.
John remarked that there were fewer insects as a result of the
warm dry summer and that this impacted Tree Swallow pro-
ductivity negatively. Overall a very successful year. 

Dorothy Hayley had another good year with 69 blue-
birds fledged from her 14 year old trail of 20 nest boxes in
Lanark County. She checks her boxes once a week during the
nesting season. All boxes are on T-bars with metal baffles and
greased to stop climbing predators. 

Linda and Al Thrower manage 120 nest boxes located
on the Ontario Power Generating plant property at Nanti-
coke. Three nests of bluebirds produced 13 young. Also
fledged were 25 nests of House Sparrows, 6 nests of House
Wrens, 77 nests of Tree Swallows (fledging 348 young) and
1 wood duck nest of 6 young. They mention House Spar-
rows as the major problem. 

In the Niagara Region Sylvia and Tom Fannon fledged
3 bluebirds from one of the 3 nest boxes they monitor twice
weekly. Boxes are on metal poles with squirrel baffles and are
taken down in the winter. Tree Swallows had successful nests
in the other 2 boxes. This is their 7th successful year with
bluebirds. House Sparrows are prevented from nesting. 

Dan Welsh had another great year with 680 bluebirds
fledged from 164 nests and 115 pairs. Dan also had over 
300 successful Tree Swallow nests from the 425 nest boxes
that he monitors on a daily basis. Boxes are located in the
Strabane-Freelton area north of Hamilton. Dan spends every
day during the breeding season checking his boxes and before
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the nesting season preparing them for occupancy. Like many
trail operators this year House Wrens were the major problem
impacting negatively overall success. House Sparrows are re-
moved from any nest box they occupy. 

John Balga had a good year with 8 bluebirds fledged
from 1 pair in Essex County. A total of 42 Tree Swallows also
fledged from the 12 nest boxes that John monitors. He uses
grease on the poles to stop climbing predators. John said that
during inclement weather the bluebirds took flipped scram-
bled eggs for themselves and fed it back to their young. They
learned to perch in a tree or landed on the porch railing when
they were looking for extra food. Purple Martins, Tree Swal-
lows all participated in scrambled egg feeding and were the
first to participate in this activity. Ed Goddard manages 
12 nest boxes in Renfrew County. No bluebirds this year but
2 nests of Tree Swallows were successful. Ed will relocate
some nest boxes to more favourable locations in 2019 and
change some mounting posts to steel posts where steel is not
being used to discourage mice.

Editors Note–Deer Mice are moving up the problem
list, just behind House Wrens and House Sparrows.
Some trail operators leave the boxes open all winter so
the deer mice have to overwinter somewhere else. You
can also cover the hole up with a piece of wood. Deer
mice will cause nest failure and they will eat newly
hatched young.

Henry Miller had a very successful year with 86 fledged
bluebird young from the 73 nest boxes he monitors in the
Rainy River District. Only 1 bluebird nest was unsuccessful.
Also fledged were 31 nests of Tree Swallows, and 2 each of
Black Capped Chickadees and House Wrens. Two pairs of
bluebirds were reported nesting in natural cavities. Henry
said the hot dry spring and summer certainly helped all birds,

especially the ground nesting ones. Ruffed Grouse, Meadow
Larks and Bobolinks all had high survival rates. He also said
Tree Swallows are beginning to increase after the population
crash of 2015 but numbers are still low. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada has set up
nest box grids around the Great Lakes to study contaminants
in those areas. These studies use Tree Swallows and European
Starlings as a medium to look at contaminant levels. Non le-
thal study methods include blood sampling, egg collection
and feather analysis. Nest boxes in grids with 1.5 inch nest
hole entrances for Tree Swallows were set up in Thunder Bay,
the Detroit River and Hamilton. Boxes for starlings with a 
2 inch entrance hole were set up in a rural area near Delhi,
the Brantford landfill site, the Halton landfill site and urban
industrial sites in Hamilton. 

In Thunder Bay 71 Tree Swallow nests (including 1 nest
that fledged 13 chicks- picture below) fledged 275 young.
Several nests were predated during egg laying and 2 adults
and 6 dead young were recorded. One bluebird nest was also
in the grid. 

In the Detroit River grid 28 Tree Swallow nests fledged
97 young. House Sparrows killed 4 young and 4 adults were
found dead very early during a cold snap. The Hamilton Bay
sites fledged 242 Tree Swallows from 79 nests. A total of 
64 young were predated likely by a raccoon at one of the lo-
cations. Anti predator cones will be added to this location for
the 2019 season. One bluebird nest fledged 4 young. Three
adult Tree Swallows were killed by House Sparrows.

At the sites for European Starling a total of 26 Tree Swal-
low nests and 1 of Eastern Bluebird were recorded. These
sites were only monitored up to a point where enough eggs
were collected for contaminant analysis. Thanks to Glenn
Barrett and Pam Martin who co-ordinate this study out of
Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Offices at the
Canada Center for Inland Waters in Burlington. 

Robert O’Donnell manages 17 nest boxes on his 22 year
old trail in Renfrew County. He fledged 35 bluebirds from
8 successful nests. All boxes are mounted on greased metal
rods. Weather was recorded as the number 1 presumed cause
of any nest failure. A total of 3 Tree Swallow and 1 Black
Capped Chickadee nest were also successful.

Dave Dewey and Hans Vetter manage 15 nest boxes in
Niagara. They had 1 nest of bluebirds that fledged 4 young
and a total of 56 fledged Tree Swallows. Only 1 nest of Tree
Swallows with 5 young was lost. House Sparrows are discour-
aged through nest removal. Snakes and weather were
recorded as the number 1 and 2 presumed causes of nest fai-
lure. Greased T-bars are used. 

Bob Hunt recorded a total of 415 bluebirds fledged
from a trail of 448 nest boxes in Grey and Bruce Counties.
Boxes are located on fence posts. This trail is checked 3 times
a year. Other nests include 25 of House Wren, 4 of Black
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Capped Chickadee, 1 of House Sparrow and 173 of Tree
Swallow. Eleven Tree Swallow nests were unsuccessful and 
9 of bluebird. 

Ron Yorke in Dufferin fledged 12 bluebirds from his trail
of 16 nest boxes. Other successful nests included 5 of House
Wren, 1 of Black Capped Chickadee and 4 of Tree Swallow.
He commented that a cold wet spring caused a late return of
both bluebirds and Tree Swallows. Insects were also late
emerging. This is the twenty-second year he has maintained
a nest box trail.

The team of Kurt Frei and Peter Rea fledged 103 blue-
birds and 670 Tree Swallows. Nest boxes are located in Ham-
ilton (140) and Burlington (16) and all are on poles and
greased. (88 Peterson–56 Dorrie and 12 others). They are
checked once a week. A total of 17 pairs of bluebirds were
represented which is 6.06 fledged young per pair. The 
129 Tree Swallow nests equates to 5.19 fledged young per
successful nest (670/129). House Wrens and House Spar-
rows were ranked 1-2 as the biggest problem during the nest-
ing season. Another great year for our 2017 OEBS
conservation award winners. 

Ben Oldfield fledged 18 Tree Swallows and 4 bluebirds
from the 6 nest boxes he monitors in Halton. 

Another trail of 36 nest boxes in Waterloo County man-
aged by Monika Pieper Landoni fledged 51 bluebirds and
70 Tree Swallows. Four House Wren nests also fledged
young. Monika’s key to keeping House Sparrows out is nest
box location. Five boxes were moved after the 2017 season
from areas where House Sparrows were a problem. Mammal
predation is prevented by putting PVC piping or aluminum
around poles. 

Dan and Manley Baarda manage 72 nest boxes in Lin-
coln County. (24 Gilbertson and 48 grey Coker boxes). A
total of 47 young bluebirds fledged from 14 successful nests
with 3 unsuccessful.(13 pair). A coffee tin on a mounting
pole is used to prevent climbing predators. Tree Swallows
had a good year with 105 fledged, only 3 nests were unsuc-
cessful. House Sparrows and weather were recorded as the
1-2 presumed cause of any nest failures. House Sparrow con-
trol is practiced. 

Don Wills manages 460 nest boxes in Wentworth
County. The ice storm in April delayed bluebird nesting at-
tempts by 7-10 days which put them in direct conflict with
Tree Swallows. This meant that second nesting attempts were
later than usual putting them in competition with the House
Wrens. Large numbers of House Wrens arrived earlier and
males filled many boxes with dummy nests. Don stated that
they controlled 80-90-boxes instead of the average 40-45.
Overall it was still a good year with 587 Eastern Bluebirds
fledged. Tree Swallows used approximately 240 of the nest
boxes which resulted in over 1000 fledged young. Don had
a record setting year with the Prothonotary Warbler nest

boxes he monitors. A total of 37 young fledged from 47 eggs
which is 1 more than the record setting total of 36 in 2017.
Don stated that more eggs did not hatch (10) than in the
previous 10 years combined. Great Crested Flycatchers were
successful in two Wood Duck boxes. 

Bill Read (your editor) had a very successful year with
381 bluebirds fledged from the 190 nest boxes I monitor in
Waterloo, Brant, Hamilton and Norfolk. This was from 
64 pairs which represents 5.95 fledged young per pair. A total
of 518 bluebird eggs were laid which is an egg to fledge rate
of 73.55 %. I had 78 re-traps of previously banded bluebirds
and 42 newly banded adults into the population. All 381 nes-
tlings were also banded. A total of 423 bluebirds were
banded. House Sparrows that attempted to nest in the boxes
were captured quickly and only caused 4 nest disruptions.
Over the season at all three sites I removed 34 adult House
Sparrows and their nests and eggs. Five Tree Swallows were
found dead, 3 killed by House Sparrows and 2 that died of
natural causes. One nest of Tree Swallow young were killed
by a House Sparrow. House Wrens were more of a problem
as they removed 24 bluebird eggs from 6 nests. This was my
worst year for wren predation.

I also monitor two other nest box sites, the Doon Valley
Golf Course in Kitchener and Windermere Basin in Ham-
ilton. A total of 188 Tree Swallows, 11 Black Capped Chick-
adees, 3 Great Crested Flycatchers and 6 bluebirds fledged
from the 73 nest boxes at the Doon Valley golf club in Kitch-
ener. All boxes have been left open for the winter to prevent
over wintering Deer Mouse occupancy. At Windermere Park
in Hamilton the two grids of 50 nest boxes each fledged a
total of 460 Tree Swallows. All boxes are fitted with metal
stove pipe guards to prevent climbing predators from reach-
ing the box. Deer Mice are the biggest problem at both grids.
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Closing the box during the winter appears to be the best so-
lution. Total fledged from all three locations included 
1103 Tree Swallows, 381 bluebirds, 11 Black Capped Chick-
adees and 7 Great Crested Flycatchers. 

Thanks to Renée Hallman, Tristan Hallman, Jillian
Hallman and Janet Snaith for their monitoring assistance
before, during and after the nesting season.

Birdathon – Sylvia van Walsum has been our birdathon
representative since 1991. During that time she has com-
pleted 22 birdathons for OEBS raising a total of $15,343.81
of which 25% or $3,835.95 came back to the bluebird soci-
ety. In 2015 when Sylvia was not able to do it Rob and
Angie Mueller filled in for her. This is a tremendous accom-
plishment on Sylvia’s part and I thank her on behalf of the
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society. Sylvia can feel proud that
some of the money she raised has gone to such worth while
organizations like Nature Ontario, OFO, The long Point
Basin Land Trust, the Bailiee fund and rare Charitable
Research Reserve to support their environment related ac-
tivities. She will be doing birdathon again this year for OEBS.
A pledge sheet will be available at the AGM. 

Elizabeth Kellogg monitors 110 nest boxes in four dif-
ferent locations in Durham Region and western Northum-
berland County. 

At Darlington Nuclear Generating Station near Bowman-
ville (28 boxes), there were 17 nesting attempts by Tree
Swallows. Tree Swallows laid a total of 97 eggs of which 
72 hatched and 61 fledged. Three of the nests failed to fledge
any young. In nine boxes, a total of 17 dead adult Tree Swal-
lows were found. Construction adjacent to the site continues
to be a concern.

At the Ontario Power Generation site near Wesleyville,
55 of the 57 boxes were used. Ten boxes were used twice. In
6 of these cases, the first nest was of Tree Swallows and the
second was of House Wrens, in two cases, both were of Tree
Swallows and in the other two the first was of Tree Swallows
and the second of Eastern Bluebirds. Six nests of Eastern
Bluebirds were followed. In these 26 eggs were laid, 18 eggs
hatched and 15 young fledged. Tree Swallows initiated 
44 nests and fledged 300 young. House Wrens nested in 
12 boxes. Since the boxes were first erected, shrubs have re-
generated so that the site is much more suitable to House
Wrens now. Some of the boxes were moved in 2018, but we
still have work to do in this regard. 

At the Alderville Black Oak Savanna, on Alderville First
Nation (22 boxes), Eastern Bluebirds built 9 nests, laying 
36 eggs, and fledging 32 young. There were a minimum of
four pairs of bluebirds nesting on the site. Tree Swallows built
15 nests, laying a total of 71 eggs and resulting in 45 fledged
young. House Wrens built 4 nests. Probably all of these nests
produced fledged young. For the first time in twenty years,
House Sparrows appeared on this site and destroyed three
nests.

The Nature Conservancy of Canada now owns a prop-
erty they call the Hazel Bird Nature Reserve. It is being
managed to restore grassland. Three nest boxes were erected
on the site. Eastern Bluebirds laid 24 eggs, 16 eggs hatched
and all chicks fledged. Hazel used to have nest boxes on this
site, so I think she would be very pleased to know that blue-
birds are using it again. Hazel Bird received the Ontario
Eastern Bluebird Society Conservation award in
1996.This was the same year that a COSEWIC report de-
clared the Eastern Bluebird a species not at risk (Read and
Alvo). Hazel died in 2009.

Nature Barrie had a very successful year with the 74 nest
boxes they monitor in Simcoe County. This trail was formerly
run by Pat Duncan and Rob Cook and was handed over to
Nature Barrie (formerly the Brereton Field Naturalists Club)
in the fall of 2016. They ended up with their highest number
of nests 25 (110 eggs), 95 nestlings and 91 fledged. Since
2010 in 9 nesting seasons they have fledged 486 bluebirds
from 145 nests and 648 eggs. This is a egg to fledge rate of
75% (486/648). Very good indeed. Tree Swallows also had
a very good year with 40 nests and 133 fledged, for a total in
9 nesting sesons of 256 nests and 910 nestlings fledged.
House Wrens had 11 nests with 42 nestlings fledged from 60
eggs. Heavy vegetation near a nest box make it more suitable
for wren occupancy. Besides co-ordinator Dorothy
McKeown the following people were involved–Clare
Holden, Lane Henderson, Robin Craig, Bruce and Jean
Wilson, Don Scanlon, Andrew and Cinnamon, Nora
Shipley and David Walsh. Wild Birds Unlimited in Barrie
have been very helpful providing meal worms for free. They
also gave a discount on a covered bluebird feeder to prevent
crows from eating the meal worms. Weather, blowflies and
House Wrens were identified as potential problems during
the nesting. Overall an excellent year. 
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Jordan Meunier manages 16 nest boxes in Middlesex
County. He uses a Peterson style nest box and all boxes on
poles are greased to stop climbing predators. A total of 
42 eggs were laid by 5 pair of bluebirds resulting in 
25 fledged young. Also fledged were 5 nests of House Wrens
and 3 nests of Tree Swallows. House Wrens and weather were
recorded as the no 1 and 2 presumed causes for any nest fai-
lures. Overall a great first year start. 

Merri-Lee Metzger manages 74 nest boxes on this 6 year
old trail in Waterloo Wellington Counties. All boxes have
either tubing or metal around the posts to stop climbing
predators. A total of 65 bluebirds fledged from the 77 eggs
that were laid. Tree Swallows fledged 109 young from 25
nests, 7 nests were unsuccessful. One nest of Black Capped
Chickadees fledged 7 young. Thirty bluebirds were banded
by Merri-Lee along with 43 Tree Swallows. Humans,
weather and House sparrows were recorded as the number
1-2-3 presumed causes of nest failure.

Don Bissonnette reports that the Essex County Field
Naturalists Club Bluebird Committee fledged 121 blue-
birds from the 160 nest boxes they monitor (24 pairs). One
natural cavity pair was reported. (included in total).This rep-
resents 26 bluebird trails. Also fledged were 592 Tree Swal-
lows from 132 pairs (4.48 fledged young per pair), 
12 successful House Wren nests and 1 Black Capped Chick-
adee nest. (a first for our committee). Others on the com-
mittee and affiliate trails include Joan Affleck, Charlie
Farough, Graham Brown and John Balga, Allan Batke,
Dennis Shady, Dan Mustar, F. Bellavance, Robert Boose,
A. and S. Michinski, W. and N. Ford, Paul Hamill, B.
Beneteau, C. and M. Poisson and Gerry Waldron. Don
continues to experiment with Blue Roof colour nest boxes.
At 9 test sites with 1 brown and 1 blue house bluebirds
nested in 8 of the blue roof coloured nest boxes. He also ob-
served bluebirds hunting for small spiders in open areas in
late winter.

The Queens Biological Station manged by Ivana
Schoepf monitor 217 nest boxes at their field station north
of Kingston in Frontenac County. A total of 120 nest boxes
were occupied–3 Black Capped Chickadee, 17 Eastern Blue-
bird, 100 Tree Swallow. A total of 563 Tree Swallow eggs
were laid, producing 500 nestlings from which 361 fledged
successfully. Nine nests were found with dead nestlings and
7 nest were depredated. Egg to Fledge–361/563–64%. East-
ern Bluebirds laid 120 eggs producing 79 nestlings from
which 27 fledged. Three nests were taken over by Tree Swal-
lows (20-3=17), 2 nests were depredated and 1 nest was
abandoned. Seven later nests (included in the 17) were mon-
itored to the nestling phase but no information available on
whether nestlings fledged. If they were successful it would
double the recorded number of fledged young. 

Mary Anne Rose monitors 86 nest boxes in Brant
County including 7 boxes that belong to Karen Tufford
Brehn. Karen had some cavity nesting bluebirds near her
house. Overall 9 pair of bluebirds fledged 37 young and 
26 pair of Tree Swallows fledged 112 young. House Wrens
fledged 82 young from 18 pair. Screech Owls occupied two
of her boxes and 1 bluebird box had an inch of sumac seeds
where bluebirds had been over wintering. Unfortunately
Mary Anne broke her ankle at the beginning of the summer
which made monitoring with a cast difficult. Both Mary
Anne and Karen have been long time members of our execu-
tive committee and were active in the planning of our 2010
NABS conference at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Burling-
ton. 

Volunteers Anne Mclagan and Ross Dickson monitored
the 36 nest boxes at the rare Charitable Research Reserve
in Cambridge and report another successful season in 2018.
a total of 113 Tree Swallows and 29 Eastern Bluebirds
fledged from the nest boxes. Located at Spring Bank Gar-
den-3, Indian Woods- 6, Sparrow Field-2, Blair Flats-17 and
the Hogs Back- 10. Weather, raccoons and House Wrens
were noted as problems during the field season. A total of 
19 adult Tree Swallows were found dead in boxes mostly at
Blair Flats that borders the Grand River. These were found
following the April ice storm and probably died of starvation
while roosting for the night in the boxes. Many swallows
were observed attempting to pick insects from the surface of
the Grand River adjacent to the boxes. This may explain the
lower total fledged of 113 compared to 128 Tree Swallows
in 2017 and 145 in 2016. The best year yet for bluebirds. 

David Lamble had another good year with 75 bluebirds
fledged from 30 pairs. A total of 180 blue eggs and 7 white
were found in the nest boxes.This is David’s 37th year of
monitoring. The 379 boxes are located in Wellington
County. Also fledged were 134 nests of Tree Swallow (25 un-
successful), 31 of House Wren and 4 of Black Capped Chick-
adee. A total of 129 Eastern Bluebirds and 556 Tree
Swallows were banded. Each box was checked at least 3X in
2018. Weather, Humans, House Sparrows, House Wrens,
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Squirrels, and Deer Mice were recorded in order of impor-
tance if eggs or nestlings were lost. 

The Environmental Engineering Department at Toy-
ota Manufacturing Canada, Inc. manages 71 nest boxes
on their Woodstock property, along with 6 boxes on Cam-
bridge property. 

Many of the Woodstock boxes are in open expanses, sur-
rounding publicly accessible woodland trail. Property par-
tially sits on Vansittart and Eastwood wetlands, providing a
nearly unlimited food source for the Tree Swallows. 278 Tree
Swallows fledged from 50 nest boxes, with one pair of blue-
birds successfully fledging 6 young from two broods. Blue-
birds were banded by Bill Read and Renée Hallman. To
address Tree Swallow habitat advantage, some boxes were in-
tentionally doubled, to encourage further nesting of blue-
birds. Cambridge boxes along a storm water pond, fledged
10 Tree Swallows from 3 pairs.

Vianne Ninness fledged 7 bluebirds from 2 nests in her
nest boxes in Middlesex County. She checks them daily using
a nest cam. Her 3 nest boxes have predator guards as well as
a greased pole. Two nestlings died just before fledging. Cedar
boxes were purchased at TSC. 

Tree Swallow Project - Long Point
Bird Observatory 

This comprehensive long-term research program was ini-
tiated in 1963 at the eastern Tip of Long Point, under the
direction of David Hussell and Geoff Holroyd. While the ini-
tial work at the Tip provided valuable detailed data on breed-
ing biology, the need for a broader geographic scope
prompted expansion of this project to include two mainland
sites in the mid-1970s, presently at Mud Creek and the Port
Rowan Sewage Lagoons. Across these sites, the current proj-
ect consists of 206 nest boxes with differing geography, food
abundance, and micro-climates. The objectives of this project
are (1) to provide a long-term record of breeding perform-

ance of Tree Swallows in relation to their food supply and
local climate; (2) to provide other opportunities for research
on breeding swallows; and (3) to provide training in field or-
nithology for students and other volunteers.

Since its inception, the project has annually supported
post-graduate, graduate and undergraduate students, has in-
volved the training of more than 200 volunteer fieldworkers,
and has resulted in over 20 peer-reviewed publications and
numerous theses and presentations. 

The project completed its 48th year in 2018. In total 
92 new adults were banded and 126 adults were recaptured
with bands. An additional 632 nestlings were also banded
(Table 7). In addition to trapping adults and banding young,
Environment and Climate Change Canada sampled young
from the Tip to measure accumulated toxins from the envi-
ronment.

Volunteers: Verena Rupprecht, Aranya Iyer, Reta Meng,
Antoine Turcotte-van de Rydt, Christophe Turcotte-van de
Rydt. 
Table 7. Summary of Tree Swallow Project banding in
2018.
Location       Total     Active      %        New   Recaptured  Nestlings
                    Boxes      Nest    Active   Adults      Adults        Banded
                                  Boxes     Nest   Banded
                                               Boxes
Tip 64 30 47 24 15 52
Sewage 
Lagoon 62 61 98 16 52 309
Mud Creek 78 77 99 52 59 271
Total 204 168 82 92 126 632

Audrey Heagy and David Okines had 17 successful
nests of Tree Swallows that fledged 63 young and 7 successful
nests of bluebirds that fledged 26 young from 38 eggs. All
bluebirds and Tree Swallows were banded There were 
2 failed bluebird nests and 3 of Tree Swallows. Their 48 nest
boxes in Norfolk County near St. Williams are monitored
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twice a week. A March 31 first bluebird egg in one of their
boxes was the earliest recorded in 2018. Up to 8 bluebirds
have been coming to the heated bird bath and feeding station
(lard-peanut butter-cornmeal-dried -meal worms) over the
winter. All are banded. For the bluebird feeding recipe go
to our home page to view - oebs.ca Audrey and David
checked their boxes recently and had 4 bluebirds roosting in
one box, all were banded. The bluebirds were removed be-
tween 5 and 6 am and put in bird bags and held till 7 am
when they were weighed and released. Two females and 
1 male were banded as nestlings in 2019 and the older female
was banded in 2018 as a SY (second year). Most likely the
mother of the banded nestlings. She would have hatched in
2017. They weighed 30.5, 34.3, 33.5 and 33.8. All very
healthy winter weights with fat scores of 3 and 4. They would
have lost weight over the night and if weighed before roost-
ing would have been heavier. Summer weights of bluebirds
average 30 grams. Seven Downy Woodpeckers and 1 White
Breasted Nuthatch were located roosting in single boxes. The
Downy Woodpeckers routinely roost in nest boxes in the
winter. Both Audrey and David have worked hard at provid-
ing the right environment for the bluebirds and other birds
to come regularly to their feeder.

Dave Wilson manages 28 nest boxes in Wentworth
County near Lynden. Three pair of bluebirds fledged 
18 young from 24 eggs. Also fledged were 56 Tree Swallows
from 82 eggs (62 hatched) and several House Wren nests.
Boxes were placed in pastureland, open fields, cereal crops
and hedgerows. House Sparrows were recorded as the no 1
presumed cause of any nest failures. 

Jerold Asling of Hanover manages 400 nest boxes in the
southern parts of Grey and Bruce Counties. Boxes are placed
on fence posts along roads in pairs 10-15 feet apart. Boxes
are checked 3-4 times a year and when cleaned out in the fall
the door is left open to prevent Deer Mice from using. A total

of 30 nests of bluebirds produced 118 fledged young. A total
of 686 Tree Swallows (131 nests), 49 house Wrens and 
12 Black Capped Chickadees also fledged. House Sparrows
are removed when encountered. Jerold and Joan received
Ontario Natures W.W.H. Gunn Conservation Award for
their work with bluebirds in 2015. 

Ruthven Park National Historic Site near Cayuga is
the location of a very successful nest box trail and bird band-
ing station. Ruthven is owned and managed by the Lower
Grand River Land Trust Inc. A not-for-profit, charitable,
non government organization and with charitable status.
(1993). Nancy Furber monitored 80 nest boxes on the
property. A total of 143 Tree Swallows and 17 bluebirds from
4 nests fledged. All nestlings were banded by Nancy and her
daughter Allison along with 7 adult Tree Swallows. The Pur-
ple Martin colony on site fledged 24 young. All nest boxes
are predator protected. The season started in April cleaning
boxes and finished in early August when the last chicks
fledged. Nancy also monitors 3 Barn Swallow colonies in
Haldimand County. A total of 211 Barn Swallows were
banded at these sites. 

Hilliardton Marsh Nest Box Report. Over 200 nest
boxes in 6 different locations around Timiskaming District
produced an estimated total of 600 fledged Tree Swallows
and 20 bluebirds. Boxes are also located along Hilliardton
Road and at the New Liskeard Sewage Lagoons. 

Kyna Intini and Matt Roung monitor 6 nest boxes on
their property near Sheffield in the municipality of Hamilton
Wentworth. They fledged 4 bluebirds from 1 nest and had 
1 nest of Tree Swallows. 

Gary Emms monitors 10 nest boxes in Long Lac North
of Lake Superior. He had a productive year with 1 successful
bluebird nest fledging 5 young and 6 Tree Swallow nests.
Later in the summer Gary saw 10 bluebirds on overhead
wires near town probably gathering to migrate. 
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