
Welcome to the 2021 spring newsletter. The 2020-
2021 winter up until the end of January has been 
very mild. November 2020 was the warmest in the 

last 10 years. (That contrasts with November 2019 that was 
the coldest in 25 years.) It was followed by a December 2020 
that was 1.7˚C above average. January 2021 was 2.5˚C above 
the long term average. A polar vortex set in at the beginning 
of February and lasted till around the 20th with some very 
cold temperatures. These below average temperatures ex-
tended well into the lower U.S with a lot of rain, snow and 
ice. On February 15 and 16 all of the state of Texas was 
under a winter storm warning. Almost four million people 
were without power in Texas. In Kansas with the wind chill, 
temperatures dropped to as low as -34˚C in some areas. On-
tario bluebirds that migrated south would have been in the 
middle of these storms that extended to the eastern seaboard. 
We will have to wait to see what impact it had on returning 
bluebirds. There have been extreme weather events that have 
decimated bluebird populations across Eastern North Amer-
ica in the past. One in 1894-95 was particularly devastating.  

This winter’s weather event could be catastrophic for On-
tario bluebirds that migrated south. In Ontario it has been 
very cold but with no rain, sleet or ice build up. Don Wills 
had 7 male bluebirds on his lawn in Carluke Ontario on Sun-
day February 14 before the big snowstorm that night. Many 
bluebirds over winter in Ontario and each year the Christmas 
Bird Count numbers go up. On the last four Ontario CBC’s 
there were 827, 1124, 765 and 975 bluebirds counted. Most 
are counted in the Carolinian areas along the north shores of 
lakes Erie and Ontario. Some also over winter in the Peter-
borough area. 

Bluebirds have two options 1. migrate south where it is 
warmer with better insect availability and face the perils of 
migration or 2. stay in Ontario and endure the winter. Most 
are able to survive the cold, ice not so much especially when 
it covers all their food items can be particularly devastating. 
Sumac is their main winter food along with winter active in-
sects. In Ontario April can 
be particularly bad for such 
events. The April ice storm 
of 2003 was such an event. 

A blanket of 6-7 inches of ice covered the ground from April 
1 to April 8 making it almost impossible for bluebirds to pick 
insects off the ground. By that time most of the edible berries 
had been eaten and the ones that were left were covered in 
ice. Don Wills found 12 dead bluebirds in his boxes near Car-
luke after this weather event. 

In 2007 during the early part of April we experienced  
2 weeks of below normal temperatures that lasted to April 
19th. This resulted in high adult Tree Swallow and bluebird 
mortality. On my trail (Bill Read) I found 15 dead adult Tree 
Swallows (6 in one box). Don Wills found 4 dead bluebirds 
in his boxes near Caledonia. In New York John Rogers found 
14 dead bluebirds in his boxes. All were emaciated. He also 
found 227 dead adult 
Tree Swallows on his 
trail at the Iroquois Na-
tional Wildlife refuge. 
Barry Parker from Hen-
derson New York re-
ported finding 51 dead 
Tree Swallows in one 
box. He sent me the 
picture. Weather has 
always been the #1 
factor affecting over 
wintering and breed-
ing success. Let’s hope 
this weather event is 
not one of them. 

Now is the time to 
be working on building 
and repairing nest 
boxes. It won’t be long until the first bluebirds are back. This 
is also a good time for checking nest boxes and removing 
deer mouse nests. Always wear a mask when removing nests 
from your boxes. If Deer Mice are found I suggest putting a 
cover over the entrance hole to prevent re-entry. Their urine 

will ruin the box and the 
smell is difficult to get out. If 
bluebirds or Tree Swallows 
attempt to nest they will dis-
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rupt the nest. Take the cover off in early spring. Deer mice 
will eat newly hatched Tree Swallow young. Yes I have ob-
served this. Today Deer Mice and House Wrens have become 
the major obstacles to a successful nesting. Both can be con-
trolled with proper management. This management also 
applies to House Sparrows and raccoons. 

We asked Julie Zickfoose from Bird Watchers Digest if 
she would provide a quote regarding the February polar vor-
tex and it’s potential effect on bluebird populations this com-
ing spring. She responded with the following. 

“Well, I’m no climate scientist, but any time you get pro-
longed ice coating winter food sources for bluebirds, you have 
big trouble on a population level. And let’s not forget what May 
2020 was like across a huge swath of the Eastern Bluebird’s 
breeding range - Temperatures in the 20s (F) in the third week 
of May. A double whammy for sure. I honestly don’t know how 
they will survive almost a solid week of ice on all their winter 
food here in southeast Ohio. The thing that really worries me is 
that there is prolonged icing so far down into their winter re-
treats. What has happened in Texas is catastrophic. I have to 
wonder if this will be a winter like the one that started Larry 
Zeleny putting up boxes way back in the 1960’s. The winter that 
started all the stewardship in the first place- with the National 
Geographic article on how he helped them by putting up nest 
boxes”. 

Editors comments: The National Geographic article that 
Julie mentioned was titled “Song of Hope for the Bluebird” 
and was found in the June 1977 issue, pages 854-865. Larry 
Zeleny was the founder of the North American Bluebird So-
ciety. There are now close to 60 affiliate bluebird societies ac-
ross North America that were formed because of the NABS 
example. The book on nest box tips entitled “Enjoying Blue-
birds More” that we give to each new member is written by 
Julie Zickfoose. 

Winter bluebird sightings 2021 
4 EABL February 21, Peter Rae Old Field Rd South, Hamilton 

6 EABL February 12, Doug Welsh Spencer Creek Trail Hamilton  

2 EABL February 22, Peter Rae RBG Burlington. 

5 EABL February 20, Gerry Mielke Rockton 

5 EABL February 21 Roger Frost Lakeshore Rd West of Port Hope  

7 EABL February 14 Don Wills Carluke 

20 EABL February 22 Mary Anne Rose South of Brantford 

Just talked to Peter Rae–Today February 24–he had  
8 bluebirds in groups of 3 and 5 being very vocal and jump-
ing from box to box. This was off York Road where Peter has 
nest boxes. 

Peter Rae and I put up Dan Welsh’s memorial nest box 
at Christie Lake Conservation area near Dundas. It was felt 
that Dan would have wanted it put in an area that had a good 
chance of getting bluebirds. Peter had eight successful pairs 
of bluebirds at Christie last year and said there is an excellent 

chance this box will 
get bluebirds. Peter 
will monitor the box. 
Memorial fund dona-
tions in Dan’s name 
were directed to the 
bluebird society in 
the amount of 
$1,747, the bluebird 
society has topped 
this up to $2,000 and 
that amount will be 
given to the Nature 
Conservancy in 
Dan’s name. We have 
directed the nature 
conservancy to use 
the money toward 
the maintenance of 
Nature Conservancy 
properties. Backus 
Woods and the Hazel Bird Nature reserve are two of the 
properties managed by the Nature Conservancy. 

Remembrances 
It is with sadness that I report the death of Gwen Lew-

ington. Gwen and Dennis received the 2019 Bluebird Con-
servation award for their work with cavity nesting birds. Their 
picture and award plaque was in the 2020 fall newsletter. 
David Hampton also passed away in 2020. David made a 
special insert that the nest could sit on inside the nest box. 
(see picture). David received the OEBS conservation award 
in 2013. Both Gwen, her husband Dennis and David were 
regular attendees at our AGM and both will be missed. 

Bluebird Blog on OEBS Website 
I am writing a blog every two weeks and will do this 

throughout the breeding season. It will contain information 
on bluebird activity and recommendations for nest box trail 
operators. Comments and questions can be added at the bot-
tom of the blog. 

Nest Box Reports 2020 
Overall it was a successful nesting season in 2020 but it 

did not start out that way. For the first time in 100 years of 
record keeping every day of the month of March was above 
freezing. This was followed by an April that was 1˚C below 
average. April and May were the only two colder than average 
months of the year. May was a month of thirds, two thirds 
winter and one third summer. Driving on the 401 to Wood-
stock on May 14 I had to drive through white outs, 10 days 
later I had to turn on the air conditioner. Most of the blue-
bird nestling mortality occurred during the record low night 
time temperatures we experienced from May 5 to May 13. It 
was the coldest May since 2008. Bluebirds thrive in hot 



humid weather, they don’t do well during polar vortex’s. The 
summer months of June, July and August were all much 
above average making it ideal for nest success. In June we ex-
perienced 8 days over 30˚C when typically we only get 2. July 
saw 15 days above 30˚C when typically we only average 3.5. 
It was the third hottest July in the last 100 years of record 
keeping. August was also hot with 6 days above 30˚C. 

The way records are kept today and where to store them 
has changed drastically from pre-internet days. In 1989 I re-
ceived 176 paper surveys all on a reporting form that had 
been sent out. There was no other way to do it except pos-
sibly by phoning in a report. In 2020 I received 40 reports 
on the survey form that was sent out of a total of 70 reports. 
A good number have to be prodded to get their reports in. 
If I did not do that we would receive far fewer reports. I am 
a firm believer in having a hard copy of the report. I have 
gone from doing these reports in chart form starting in 1987 
to more of an anecdotal report. This allows for the insertion 
of how individuals run their trails so they can be compared 
with other member trails. We now have other ways of mon-
itoring bluebird populations besides nest box trails. North 
American breeding bird surveys, Christmas and fall bird 
counts and the Breeding Bird Atlas all contribute to our un-
derstanding of population levels of the Eastern Bluebird in 
Ontario. The third Breeding Bird Atlas has just begun and 
the collection of data will take place from 2021-2025. 

Long term averages based on 1981-2010 weather 
data from the Waterloo Wellington airport. 

Elizabeth Kellogg monitored 108 nest boxes in four dif-
ferent locations in Durham Region and western Northum-
berland County in 2020. 

At Darlington Nuclear Generating Station near Bow-

manville (28 boxes), there were 16 nesting attempts by Tree 
Swallows. Tree Swallows laid a total of 92 eggs of which  
81 hatched and 67 fledged. House Wrens were present on 
the site and nested in one box. In six boxes, a total of 1 dead 
adult Tree Swallows were found. Construction adjacent to 
the site continues to be a concern. 

At the Ontario Power Generation site near Wesleyville  
54 of 56 boxes were used. There were three nests of Eastern 
Bluebirds in which 12 eggs were laid. All eggs hatched but 
only 9 young fledged. An early nest was lost to frost early in 
the season. Tree Swallows initiated 49 nests, laid 218 eggs, 
of which 181 hatched and 142 chicks fledged. House Wrens 
continue to be problem on this site. 

At the Alderville Black Oak Savanna, on Alderville First 
Nation there were 21 boxes available. Eastern Bluebirds built 
14 nests, laying 70 eggs, and fledging 31 young. Two early 
nests were lost to cold temperatures early in the season. Tree 
Swallows built 13 nests, laying a total of 70 eggs and resulting 
in 58 fledged young. House Wrens built three nests. Prob-
ably all of these nests produced fledged young. 

The Nature Conservancy of Canada now owns a prop-
erty they call the Hazel Bird Nature Reserve. It is being 
managed to restore grassland. Hazel Bird received the On-
tario Eastern Bluebird Conservation award in 1996. Three 
nest boxes were erected on the site. Eastern Bluebirds initi-
ated three nests, laid thirteen eggs. All hatched and all chicks 
fledged. Tree Swallows built in two boxes, laid nine eggs, and 
fledged nine chicks. 

Jim Roth had success with his 1 nest box near Tara in 
Bruce County. One pair fledged 4 bluebirds. He is building 
more boxes for the 2021 season. 
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Female Feeding an Red Admiral 
Moth ~ Melody Mellinger 

Nest box Insert 
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Bill Read I monitor a total of 187 nest boxes, 85 are in 
3 apple orchards (2 south of Cambridge and 1 north of 
Hamilton) and the other 102 are located in rural areas mostly 
south of Cambridge. All are on metal poles or T-bars and Ca-
nadian Tire automotive grease is used to stop climbing pred-
ators like raccoons from accessing the contents. Grease is 
almost 100% effective, inexpensive and easy to apply. Other 
methods like baffles and cone guards are also effective but 
time consuming to apply and expensive. 

I had a very successful year in 2020 with 387 (Doon and 
Toyota 25 fledged) bluebirds fledged from 535 (Doon and 
Toyota 30 eggs) eggs. A total of 65 pairs of bluebirds were 
represented which is 5.95 fledged young per pair. The per-
centage of eggs that produced fledged bluebirds was 
387/535 or 72.33 %. The orchards produced 92 of the  
387 fledged bluebirds from 142 eggs (92/142= 64.8 %) and 
17 pairs. 92/17=5.41 fledged young per pair. One orchard 
pair produced 12 young from 3 successful nests. This pair has 
had 5 consecutive successful nests over 2019 and 2020. I am 
looking forward to their return in 2021. The banded adults 
were trapped at each nesting. Other non orchard boxes pro-
duced 271+25 fledged young from 48 pairs 296/48=6.17 
and 393 eggs. 296/393=75.31%. Boxes at the Doon golf 
course fledged 17 young from 17 eggs and 3 pair. Boxes at 
Toyota fledged 8 young from 2 pair and 13 eggs. Total 
fledged from all locations is 387. Total bluebirds banded was 
426; this includes 373 young and 53 adults. A total of 81 
previously banded Eastern Bluebirds were re-trapped. I had 
22 failed nests, a lot the result of the cold weather from May 
5-13. Six failures were in orchard boxes and 16 in non or-
chard nest boxes. Most were able to re-nest and produce one 
brood and many were still able to produce 2 broods. 

If we look at all the orchard boxes alone 92/17 is 5.41 
young fledged per pair. 92/142 eggs laid is 64.8 % from egg 
to fledged young. Including Toyota (13 eggs 8 fledged) and 
Doon (17 eggs 17 fledged) with non-orchard nest boxes it 
is 296/393 which is 75.31%. Fledged young per pair is 
296/48 or 6.17. 

COMPARING ORCHARDS 

         Fledged Young Per Pair               Egg – Fledged Young %  

          Orchard A 27/7 is 3.86                      27/47 is 57.4 %  

           Orchard B 29/5 is 5.8                        29/48 is 60.4% 

           Orchard C 36/5 is 7.2                        36/47 is 76.6% 

Also fledged were 353 Tree Swallows, 191 from the or-
chards and 162 from my other boxes. 

Bill Read and Renée Hallman monitor a total of 73 nest 
boxes at the Doon Valley Golf Club. A total of 206 Tree 
Swallows, 26 Black Capped Chickadees and 17 Eastern Blue-
birds fledged from the golf club nest boxes in 2020. House 
Wrens and Deer Mice were the major problem if nests were 
unsuccessful. Tree Swallows were down from last year when 
264 fledged. We will see if this trend continues in 2021. 

House Sparrow control is practiced. Tree Swallow egg to 
fledge rate was 208/262–79.4 %. 

After a record setting year in 2019 with 47 Prothonotary 
Warblers fledged from 10 nests, only 22 young fledged in 
2020 from 4 nests. Don Wills reports that this was from  
4 pairs and all 22 eggs hatched and fledged. No nests at the 
Brant County site this year. This was a real disappointment. 
Don reports that he had 108 pairs of bluebirds on first 
broods and 50 on second broods in 2020. No report on 
number fledged. 

Mary Anne Rose monitored 79 nest boxes in 7 different 
locations that covers 4 concessions in South Brant County. 
Seven pairs of bluebirds fledged 44 young. Also fledged were 
a record 163 Tree Swallows from 28 pair. Eight boxes in now 
overgrown areas will be moved to better locations for 2021. 
House Wrens fledged at least 60 young from 20 nests. House 
Sparrow predation increased with the second nests. All 
House Sparrows are trapped and removed. 

The Essex County Field Naturalists Club Bluebird 
Committee coordinated by Don Bissonnette had another 
good year with 115 bluebirds fledged from 25 pairs. A total 
of 623 Tree Swallows (136 pairs) also fledged from this  
29 year old co-operative effort. These totals include both 
club numbers and affiliate numbers. A total of 25 individuals 
monitored these boxes. Fourteen nests of House Wrens were 
also reported. A total of 32 bluebird nest box trails that range 
in size from 2 nest boxes to 30 were represented in this sur-
vey. No bluebirds nesting in natural cavities were recorded 
this year. Different methods are used for predator protection 
including stove pipe baffles and lithium grease. 

Long Point Tree Swallow Project 
This long-term research program was initiated in 1963 at 

the eastern Tip of Long Point under the direction of David 
Hussell and Geoff Holroyd. While the initial work at the Tip 
provided valuable detailed data on breeding biology, the need 
for a broader geographic scope prompted expansion of this 
project to include two mainland sites in the mid-1970s, pre-
sently at Mud Creek and the Port Rowan Wetland (pre-
viously sewage lagoons). Across these sites, the current 
project consists of 207 nest boxes with differing geography, 
food abundance, and micro-climates. The objectives of this 
project are (1) to provide a long-term record of breeding per-
formance of Tree Swallows in relation to their food supply 
and local climate; (2) to provide other opportunities for re-
search on breeding swallows; and (3) to provide training in 
field ornithology for students and other volunteers. 

Since its inception, the project has annually supported 
post-graduate, graduate and undergraduate students, has in-
volved the training of more than 200 volunteer fieldworkers, 
and has resulted in over 20 peer-reviewed publications and 
numerous theses and presentations. The project completed 
its 50th year in 2020. Spring pandemic restrictions reduced 
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the capacity of LPBO’s small team to invest time in banding 
adult Tree Swallows; instead emphasis was directed toward 
banding nestlings and completing nest checks. In total  
11 new adults were banded and two adults were recaptured. 
An additional 861 nestlings were also banded (Table 12). In 
addition to collecting basic breeding parameters and main-
taining the marked population, the project contributed to a 
long-term study examining accumulated toxins from the en-
vironment being conducted by Environment and Climate 
Change Canada, and was part of a continent-wide study on 
variation in insect abundance. 

Cooperators: Mark Conboy, Corrine Genier, Ryan Leys, 
and Matt Timpf. 
Table 12. Summary of Tree Swallow Project banding in 2020. 
                    Total       Active     % Active         New      Recaptured Nestlings 
Location      Boxes        Nest         Nest          Adults         Adults       Banded 
                                   Boxes       Boxes         Banded                                

Tip               64          42           66              0               0            135 

Sewage 
Lagoon        73          70           96              2               1            346 

Mud Creek  80          74           93              3               1            349 

Old Cut        11           4            36              6               0             25 

Total           228        190          83             11              2            861 

Louis Kociuk of Port Rowan has acted as a mentor to 
other Purple Martin landlords in the Port Rowan area and 
he is responsible along with other landlords for increasing the 
population of nesting Purple Martins through monitoring 
and the use of state of the art gourd technology. His 12 unit 
Troyer super gourd rack on the Long Point Beach had 100% 
success with 5-6 eggs per nest. Two of Lou’s other Troyer 
gourd racks of 58 and 96 gourds located at his farm and 
house in Port Rowan had 80-85 % success with 5-6 eggs per 
nest. Bill Kociuk on Long Point had 75% success with his  
64 gourds. There was a die off of returning martins in early 
May across southern Ontario caused by the record breaking 
low temperatures from May 5-13. Most of the fatalities were 
early returning males. Lou also placed 20 Troyer Gourds for 
Tree Swallows in residential areas of Port Rowan (see pic-
ture). All were successful with 5-6 eggs each nest. At Lou’s 
farm another 20 gourds were successful with only 1 failure 
due to a House Wren. That Tree Swallow pair re-nested. 
Both Lou and Bill along with friend Dennis Card practice ac-
tive House Sparrow control allowing our native Tree Swal-
lows to nest successfully. More work needs to be done at 
removing House Sparrows. Lets make Port Rowan the Tree 
Swallow capital of Ontario. 

Kevin Mitchell monitors 4 nest boxes in Wentworth 
County near Copetown. He had 3 Eastern Bluebird pairs that 
fledged young on first nests and 2 re-nests that also fledged 
young. Dan Welsh used to help Kevin with the monitoring. 

Brian Cornfield has taken over the 16 nest boxes on a 
trail that was formerly monitored by Ron Yorke. Ron 

fledged 15 bluebirds in 2019 in his 23rd year of monitoring. 
Similar numbers were recorded for bluebirds in 2020. Also 
fledged were two nests of Tree Swallow and 3 of House 
Wren. Brian is removing these older nest boxes and putting 
up new ones for 2021. This area is part of the Bruce Trail 
and is called the Russell property. Brian also monitors  
16 nest boxes on another part of the Bruce Trail called the 
Splitrock Narrows where 15 bluebirds fledged from 5 suc-
cessful nests. Also fledged were 4 Tree Swallow nests. 

Peter Rae is continuing to monitor the trail of 146 nest 
boxes that was set up by Peter and the late Kurt Frei. Eight 
nest boxes in areas with high numbers of wrens and Red 
Squirrels have been removed and will be located in more suit-
able locations. This brings the total monitored in 2020 to 
138. Nest boxes are located in Hamilton and Burlington and 
all are on poles and greased. Both Peter and Kurt received 
the Ontario Eastern Bluebird conservation award for 2017. 
Peter fledged 106 bluebirds from 18 pair in 2020. A total of 
446 Tree Swallows also fledged. Three nests were lost early 
due to weather and later 4 nests with eggs and young that 
were destroyed by House Wrens. House Wrens will remove 
newly hatched young of both bluebirds and Tree Swallows 
and throw them on the ground. Deer Mice, House Wrens 
and House Sparrows were ranked 1-2-3 as the biggest prob-
lems during the nesting season. All House Sparrows are 
trapped and removed. This is a well run trail. 

There is no substitute for good  
management and good weather. 

Volunteers Anne Mclagan and Bill Read monitored nest 
boxes at rare Charitable Research Reserve in Cambridge. 
A total of 72 Tree Swallows and 3 bluebirds fledged from the 
nest boxes. Bill monitored the 17 boxes at Blair Flats which 
fledged 51 Tree Swallows from 10 successful nests. Anne 
monitored the 9 boxes at Indian Woods and the Sparrow 
Fields which fledged 21 Tree Swallows and 3 bluebirds. 
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Boxes at Spring Bank Farm and the Hogsback were not mon-
itored on a regular basis. House Wrens were a significant 
problem in 2020. 

Rob Mueller had a very successful year with 131 Tree 
Swallows fledged from the 147 eggs that were laid. No blue-
birds this year but there was 1 male bluebird in one of Rob’s 
areas all summer. There were 4 active House Wren nests this 
year. Wrens were spreading partly because of covid reduced 
maintenance allowing vegetation to get out of control. This 
site is well managed. The above picture is one of Rob’s fa-
vourites. 

Lane Henderson of Nature Barrie reports that monitor-
ing was not carried out until the stay at home ban was lifted 
in July. At that time Lane and Clare cleaned out boxes and 
made estimates of what nested. There were 20 nests of blue-
birds, 24 of Tree Swallow and 7 of House Wrens. Hopefully 
in 2021 we can get back to a regular monitoring schedule. 

Murray Schlueter fledged 62 bluebirds from the 17 lo-
cations that he monitors. Boxes are in two’s and all boxes 
have predator protection. Murray has had a very successful 
bluebird trail since he was a wee young lad. He uses a slot 
box with opening 1 3/8 and all boxes are on metal poles pro-
tected by 2 ½ feet of plastic pipe. All House Sparrows are re-
moved. Murray tells prospective bluebirders never put 
out more boxes than you can manage. I always tell the 
story about his preferring rural cemeteries to place boxes – 
As Murray says the grass is always cut and neighbours are 
quiet. This is a well run trail. 

Dennis and Joan Card had another successful year fledg-
ing 17 broods of Tree Swallows from their 17 nest boxes. 
They use a stove pipe and shield on their 6 year old trail. All 
House Sparrows are trapped and this is the reason Tree Swal-
lows have been able to nest in this residential area of Port 
Rowan. Lets hope for a bluebird next year. 

Matthew Brock and Erica DeSerranno manage 10 nest 
boxes on their property in Norfolk County near Port Rowan. 
One pair of bluebirds fledged 5 young. They report excellent 
success with Purple Martins. There were 29 active nests with 
148 young of which 146 fledged. Only 2 dead after hatch 
year males were found after the cold snap in April. This is a 
low number compared to most colonies in Southern Ontario 
that lost many adults (the majority males) during this cold 
spell. 

Matt fed his colony 
meal worms from a plat-
form, a strategy he said 
they learned from the 
bluebirds. At a second 
colony with a T-14 set up 
run by Matt’s in-laws  
16 dead after hatch year 
adults were recorded. 

David Lamble mon-
itors 370 of a total 395 
nest boxes in Wellington 
County. Boxes are 
checked 3 times each sea-
son. Boxes are on fence 
posts and use depth as a 
protection method. A 
total of 118 bluebirds 
fledged from the  
153 eggs that were laid. 
There were 15 unsuccess-
ful nests and 35 eggs that 
did not hatch. There were 115 successful Tree Swallows nests 
with 48 nests being unsuccessful. House Wrens were success-
ful with 17 nests and Black Capped Chickadee with 2. A total 
of 30 pairs of bluebirds were represented which is 118/30 – 
3.93 fledged young per pair. The following were listed as 
probable causes of nest failure 1. House Sparrows 2. Humans 
3.Weather. David banded 666 Tree Swallows and 271 East-
ern Bluebirds. 

Trends that I am seeing  
in the reports. 
1. I don’t receive the data that I used to get when the sur-

veys first started. Both in quantity and quality. This applies 
to eggs, young, fledged young etc. Because bluebirds 
have done so well many nest box trails have relaxed their 
monitoring. COSEWIC (the Council On the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada) now lists the Eastern 
Bluebird as secure, formerly classified as not at risk. 
(Read and Alvo 1996). 

2. Based on the surveys I receive Tree Swallows have de-
clined somewhat from other years. In large grids this has 
a lot to do with management. Covid has impacted some-
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Matt Brock adjusting his meal 
worm feeder so only bluebirds can 
access it. 



what the amount of monitoring that was done in 2020. 
But overall most trails were fully monitored in 2020. Dif-
ficult to determine if we are seeing lower numbers as the 
result of a lack of monitoring or an actual decline. Some 
large grids have not been as actively monitored as they 
were in the past and this results in fewer fledged young. 
Other trails lack proper predator protection. Some trails 
like that of Josef Kral have been able to build up a pop-
ulation of Tree Swallows quite quickly through proper 
placement and active management. Josef Kral operates a 
grid of boxes in Forest, On. He has built this colony from 
0 to almost 250 fledged Tree Swallows in 2020 in a rel-
atively short time. 

James Richards and Dennis Barry 
nest box project. 1967 

During early March 1967 a total of 96 nest boxes were 
erected in the Oshawa-Scugog area. In 1968 and again in 
1969, the number of boxes was increased and the territory 
expanded. The boxes were located in Durham and Ontario 
Counties. Nest boxes were placed on fence posts in open, 
short grass pasture, or along a railway right of way which bi-
sects the area. During the first three years of operation no at-
tempts were made to protect the nest boxes from predators 
other than to select the least susceptible nest sites available. 
During 1970 some boxes were placed on hydro steel towers. 
No destruction occurred in these boxes compared with nearly 
50% losses in the unprotected boxes. In 1969 this trail 
fledged 370 bluebirds from 587 eggs. (63% egg to fledge 
total). 

From the data gathered in this project there are a number 
of conclusions that Dennis and James have put forward that 
will be of interest to others involved in nesting box projects. 
1. It appears that a high proportion of broods are fledged 

successfully during the first year of operation of such a 

project, but predation increases rapidly during sub-
sequent years and nesting success decreases accord-
ingly. Expansion of the project during the second and 
third years of operation tends to make this fact less ob-
vious since many new boxes have not yet been discovered 
by predators. 

2. Deep boxes are preferable to shallow ones because they 
tend to reduce predation, but they are only effective 
against the reaching type of predator and their benefit is 
nullified when the nesting bird builds a deep nest bring-
ing the top of the nest close to the level of the entrance. 

3. Since building a nest box which is completely predator-
proof seems an impossibility, the boxes in any successful 
nest box project will have to be made inaccessible to pred-
ators by the use of some type of metal protector or sup-
port. 
Editors comments: First I want to thank the authors for 

their success and for the astute recommendations that they 
made. Deep boxes provide almost no protection from reach-
ing type predators like raccoons. This is especially so as Den-
nis has mentioned, when the female builds her nest level with 
the entrance hole. The only way to provide complete pro-
tection from climbing predators reaching in is to put the 
boxes on metal poles or t-bars and by using stove type 
baffles, cone guards or grease as protection. Thus prevent-
ing predators from reaching the nest box in the first place. 
This is what bluebirding is all about- provide a predator proof 
nest box so bluebirds or Tree Swallows can produce more 
young than they would in natural cavities. Boxes on fence 
posts become highways for climbing type predators like rac-
coons who once they find food in one box visit all the others. 

If you would like to see the entire article go to the  
Ontario Bird Banding Association website and look up 
under journals – Dennis Barry, The Eastern Bluebird in the 
Oshawa-Scugog Area - Vol 6 No 2 June 1970 P-39-51. 

 

Banding at Nest Boxes – Bill Read 
As a bird bander I do not attempt to band at any of my 

nest boxes unless I have provided the best protection pos-
sible. I do not band females on eggs for fear of abandonment. 
The North American Banding Council clearly states that if 
you are banding at nest boxes proper protection must be in-
stalled first. The Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society will not 
endorse any nest box trail that does not have full predator 
protection. For further information go to the North Amer-
ican Banding Council website and look at the manual 
Banding at Nest Boxes. 

Environment and Climate Change Canada has set up 
nest box grids around the Great Lakes to study contaminants 
in those areas. 

Because of covid protocols no monitoring of the Tree 
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Swallow grids at Thunder Bay and The Detroit river took 
place in 2020. In Hamilton at Bayfront Park 21 of 23 boxes 
were occupied by Tree Swallows with an unknown number 
of fledglings. House Sparrows have been a problem at this 
site. 

The north Tree Swallow grid at Windermere Basin in 
Hamilton had 42 boxes occupied out of 47. This site was 
monitored by Bill Read. A total of 260 eggs were laid of 
which 214 fledged. At Windermere South 182 young 
fledged from 287 eggs. A total of 45 out of 48 nest boxes 
were occupied. Thirty Four eggs were collected for contam-
inant analysis from 17 nests. The site was monitored by 
Kimberly O’Hare. 

No monitoring took place at the US Steel site. 
At the Dundas site 8 of 29 nest boxes were occupied fledg-

ing 20 Tree Swallows. At the Mountsberg Dam site 18 of  
25 boxes were occupied by Tree Swallow fledging 61. At Swal-
lowville also at Mountsberg 23 of 33 boxes were occupied with 
an unknown number of fledglings. As part of a contaminant 
study using European Starlings as a bio monitoring species, 
129 nest boxes are located at the Brantford landfill, Halton 
landfill and urban industrial sites in Hamilton. Contents in-
cluded 46 starling nests, 34 Tree Swallows and 1 Eastern blue-
bird. For this project nest checks stop after they have collected 
enough starling eggs at each site so no information is available 
for Tree Swallow and bluebird fledgling success. The starling 
site in Delhi was not monitored in 2020. 

Stewart McLellan monitors 8 nest boxes in Durham Re-
gion with 7 being occupied by Tree Swallows. All boxes are 
on metal poles with stove pipe guards. Sparrow spookers 
were installed on all nest boxes after the first egg was laid. A 
total of 35 young fledged from the 43 eggs that were laid. 
Seven young were found dead in the boxes. The mean of the 
eggs laid per occupied box was 6.14. A late nest of two eggs 
may have been a double brood which is uncomon. Banding 
of adults is required to prove this. David Hussell has doc-
umented two cases of double brooding by Tree Swallows at 
the sewage Lagoons in Port Rowan. Tree Swallows will re-
nest if their first nest is unsuccessful No bluebirds nested but 
one was seen in the area. Stewart also monitors 10 American 
Kestrel nest boxes. Seven of the boxes were occupied by kes-
trels with a total of 32 eggs laid of which 30 hatched and 29 
successfully fledged. Of the 29 fledglings, 14 were female and 
15 were male. 

Monika Pieper Landoni reports that because of covid, 
monitoring of her 34 nest boxes was severly restricted in 
2020. She does report 33 fledged young from 6 pair of blue-
birds. A total of 37 eggs were laid of which 33 hatched and 
fledged. Three nests of bluebirds were unsuccessful. Monika 
uses PVC pipe or aluminum wrap around for predator pro-
tection. If necessary the pole is greased. A total of 60 Tree 
Swallows fledged with 4 nests unsuccessful. 

Merri-Lee Metzger reports that monitoring of her boxes 
in Waterloo Wellington was not undertaken in a way that re-
sults could be given in 2020. Boxes were cleaned out in the 
spring and checked again in the fall. A lot of boxes were taken 
out in the fall and relocated to other areas to avoid House 
Sparrows that have increased in numbers. Road closures 
where most of her boxes were located was also a major prob-
lem. Hopefully next year will be better. Merri-Lee and Mo-
nika Pieper Landoni divided up a trail in this area that was 
formerly run by Ken Reger. In 2012 Ken fledged 678 blue-
birds from this trail. 

The Queens Biological Station managed by Ivana 
Schoepf monitored 198 nest boxes at their field station north 
of Kingston in Frontenac County. Most boxes are near per-
manent ponds and wetlands. Large diameter conical guards 
are used to prevent extra large Grey Rat Snakes from climb-
ing around them, a problem with smaller guards that were 
used before. A total of 172 nest boxes were occupied 152 by 
Tree Swallows and 20 by Eastern Bluebirds. This represents 
a 87 % occupancy of nest boxes (172/218 ). Successful Tree 
Swallows had a mean hatching success of 4.73 and a fledging 
success of 3.66 young per nest. A total of 33 nests were un-
successful- 8 abandoned, 13 depredated and 11 dead for un-
known reasons. Tree Swallow eggs laid 860, eggs hatched 
747, fledged 579. Dividing all attempted Tree Swallow nests 
(152) by total fledged (579) gives us 3.81 fledged young per 
nest. Successful Eastern Bluebirds had a mean hatching suc-
cess of 3.73 and a mean fledging success of 2.15. A total of 
8 nests were unsuccessful (2 abandoned, 4 depredated and  
2 failed for unknown reasons). Eastern Bluebird eggs 128, 
hatched 112, fledged 56. This is an egg to fledge rate of 
56/128 of 44%. For Tree Swallows the egg to fledge per-
centage is (579/860) 67%. 

Gerard S. Powers monitors 182 nest boxes in Grey 
County. Boxes are on T-bars and heavily greased. Gerry had 
an excellent year fledging 293 bluebirds from the 47 pairs 
that were represented ( 319 eggs laid of which 18 were 
white). Fledged bluebird young per pair was 6.23 ( 293/47- 
6.23). A total of 439 Tree Swallows fledged from 79 nests ( 
5.56 fledged young per pair). House Sparrows are discour-
aged by locating boxes in non sparrow areas. He also had 2 
nests of Black Capped Chickadees that fledged 15 total. 
Weather was listed as the #1 factor if a nest was unsuccessful. 
Gerry commented that habitat destruction is ongoing by hu-
mans. He mentioned that the virus shut down traffic and 
photographers. This is one of Gerry’s best years. Gerry 
reached his 5000th bluebird fledged on June 11th at 
10.45 am. 

John Powers had an excellent year with 205 bluebirds 
fledged from 34 pair (205/34- 6.03 Fledged young per pair). 
The 184 nest boxes that John monitors on this 16 year old 
trail are in Bruce County. Out of the 225 eggs that were laid 
10 were white. Boxes are on steel posts and PVC pipe and 
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grease is used to stop climbing predators. A total of 371 Tree 
Swallows fledged from the 422 eggs that were laid, 27 eggs 
did not hatch and 24 young did not survive. This is an egg 
to fledge ratio of 87.9%. (371/422) which is quite good. 
Tree Swallow young fledged per pair was (371/79) 4.69. 
John stated that swallows were down due to lack of food and 
smaller clutches, (422/79) is 6.06 eggs per nest. This is the 
kind of good record keeping that we like to see. Overall an 
excellent year. 

The Environmental Engineering Department at Toy-
ota Manufacturing Canada, Inc. Manages 71 nest boxes at 
their Woodstock property, along with 6 boxes at their Cam-
bridge property. Vesna Savkovic is in charge of this nest box 
program. In 2020 there was a major predation event as  
22 boxes with nesting Tree Swallows were climbed by a rac-
coon. None of these boxes had proper predator protection. 
The raccoon reached in and pulled out the young and ate 
them below the nest box leaving only the wings as evidence. 
Stove pipe guards have now been installed on all nest boxes 
by Toyota to prevent this from happening again. Many of the 
Woodstock boxes are in open areas, surrounding the publicly 
accessible woodland trail. A total of 212 Tree Swallows 
fledged from 70 attempted nests and 8 bluebirds from  
3 nests. One House Wren nest fledged 5 young. The Tree 
Swallow fledging rate per successful nest for 2020 was 
(212/45) 4.71 which is lower than 2019 - 4.89 and 2018 – 
5.56. The fledge rate per attempted nest was 212/70 was 
3.03 fledged young per nest. This includes the 22 failed nests 
as a result of raccoon predation and 3 nests that were de-
stroyed by House Wrens. Total eggs laid to fledged young 
was 398/212 or 53.3 %. 

Bruce Davey monitored 9 nest boxes on Inksetter Road 
in Wentworth County. Bruce has taken over these boxes that 
were formerly monitored by Bruce and Dan Welsh. Grease 
was used to deter climbing predators. A total of 8 bluebirds 
fledged from 3 nests. One pair of bluebirds nested in a nat-
ural cavity nearby. Also reported were 4 nests of Tree Swal-
lows and 3 of House Wrens. All House Sparrows are live 
trapped and removed. Monitoring was done weekly. 

Another successful year for David and Sharon Turner 
with 43 bluebirds fledged from the 44 nest boxes they mon-
itor in Grey County. A total of 7 bluebirds pairs were repre-
sented which is 6.14 fledged young per pair. This was a much 
better year than last year when only 19 bluebirds fledged. 
Other nests included 19 of House Wrens and 10 of Tree 
Swallow (45 eggs - 40 fledged) 2 of the Tree Swallow nests 
were unsuccessful. Cones or stove pipe guards are used to 
deter climbing predators. David and Sharon have been with 
us since the very beginning of the bluebird society. 

Jerold Asling of Hanover manages 400 nest boxes in the 
southern parts of Grey and Bruce Counties. Boxes are placed 
on fence posts along roads in pairs 15 feet apart. A total of 

707 Tree Swallows were reported fledging from 131 nests 
and 134 bluebirds from 36 nests. House Wrens were repre-
sented by 14 nests with 70 reported fledged. Nest boxes are 
checked 3-4 times a year and when cleaned out in the fall the 
door is left open to prevent Deer Mice from overwintering 
in the nest box. 

Kathryn Boothby monitors a trail of 30 nest boxes near 
Langton in Norfolk County. This is her 11th year. A total of 
14 bluebirds fledged from the 23 eggs that were laid. Boxes 
are made of natural pine and grease and cone guards are used 
to stop climbing predators. Other nests included 6 of Tree 
Swallow, 3 of House Wren, 1 of Black Capped Chickadee and 
1 of House Sparrow. All House Sparrows are trapped and re-
moved. Weather was listed as the #1 cause of any presumed 
nest failures. 

Robert Majkut manages 6 nest boxes near Ridgeway in 
County Welland. Another successful year with 5 nests and  
23 fledged young. He also had 2 successful nests of Tree 
Swallows. He uses 4 inch vent pipes to prevent climbing 
predators from reaching the contents of the nest boxes. Rob-
ert practices House Sparrow control. Weather was listed as 
the #1 presumed cause of any nest failures or dead young. 
Four pairs of bluebirds nested. 

David Brewer has set up 10 nest boxes near Puslinch in 
County Wellington. Three pair of bluebirds laid 13 eggs and 
fledged 10 young. All 10 bluebirds were banded using bands 
provided by David Lamble. One box had 3 dead young. 
Other nests included 1 Tree Swallow, and 1 House Wren. 
House Wrens and weather were listed as possible causes of 
any presumed nest failure. 

Julie Makin had 2 pair of bluebirds fledge 12 young. Her 
6 boxes are located in County Norfolk. Boxes are on poles 
with stove pipe baffles. Two nests of Tree Swallows were also 
recorded. Weather was listed as the #1 presumed cause of any 
nest failure. 

John and Janet Foster manage 34 nest boxes in Centre 
Hastings. Boxes are monitored from the beginning of May 
to the end of July. Three pair of bluebirds fledged 14 young 
from the 24 eggs that were laid. Five of the bluebird eggs 
were white. Five eggs did not hatch and another nest with  
5 eggs was taken over by a Tree Swallow. All boxes on this 
38 year old trail are on poles and fully predator protected. A 
total of 95 Tree Swallows fledged from 24 nests, 9 nests were 
unsuccessful. House Wrens, weather and a suspected lack of 
insects were listed as the no1-2-3 presumed causes of any nest 
failures. Overall comments- large egg numbers but fewer 
chicks. Suspect lack of enough food for the nestlings. Overall 
it was a good year. 

Karen Root had a very successful year with 5 successful 
bluebird nests from 4 pairs of bluebirds and no failures  
(1 double brood). Karen monitors her 11 boxes in Halton 
on an almost daily basis, most of the time from a distance. 
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House Sparrow control is practiced. Other successful nests 
include 6 of Tree Swallow and 2 of House Wren. Weather 
was recorded as the #1 presumed cause of any nest failure. 
In the fall of 2019 Karen added 2 nest boxes in Dan Welsh’s 
memory. All nest boxes on this 10 year old trail are on 
greased poles. She also had 30 pairs of Barn Swallows in a 
barn on her property. During the cold snap in early May 
Karen put a heat lamp near where they were nesting. 

Another great year for Jessica Hale with 94 fledged blue-
birds on her trail of 62 nest boxes (on greased poles) in the 
Niagara region. A total of 120 eggs were laid of which 102 
hatched and 18 did not. This is an egg to fledge percentage 
of (94/120) 78% which is excellent. There were 21 successful 
nest of Tree Swallows with 3 unsuccessful. Jessica com-
mented that while bluebird numbers have increased slightly 
Tree Swallow numbers have decreased greatly. Several boxes 
were destroyed by plows. Her dad and a nephew build some 
replacement ones for her. Lucille Coleman also provided a 
few. No observed effects from the July heat were recorded. 
Meal worms were provided again this year, Jessica said “it’s 
fun to watch the parents have a feast”. One nest was de-
stroyed by House Sparrows as they were recorded as the  
#1 presumed cause of any nest failures. 

Chris Mouriopoulos monitors 10 Dorrie type nest boxes 
in Brant County. Two of the boxes use stove pipe guards and 
8 are on greased poles. A total of 7 bluebirds fledged from 
the 12 eggs that were laid. Five eggs were laid in a neigh-
bours box but the pair left and moved over to one of Chris’s 
boxes leaving the 5 eggs unhatched. Other nests recorded 
were 3 of Tree Swallow and 3 of House Wren. All House 
Sparrows are trapped and removed. Humans (dog training) 
was recorded as the #1 presumed cause of any nest failures. 
Chris makes high quality Dorrie style nest boxes. For 
more information give him a call at 717 679 3799. 

Alba DiCenso and Brian Hutchison monitor 10 nest 
boxes in Flamboro (Hamilton). One pair of bluebirds fledged 
9 young from two nests. All boxes are on poles and greased. 
Other nests include 4 of Tree Swallow, 4 of House Wren and 
1 of Black Capped Chickadee. They also have 5 Wood Duck 
boxes. A total of 32 of 35 Hooded Merganser eggs hatched 
and 8 of 8 Wood Duck. An excellent year. 

Stan Palinski fledged 8 bluebirds from 1 pair (double 
brood) in one of the 6 nest boxes he monitors in Waterloo. 
Stove pipe guards are used to deter climbing predators. Also 
successful were two pairs of Tree Swallows. Stan has had a 
nest box trail for 20 years. 

Chris Lyons had an excellent year with 280 + fledged 
bluebirds. This includes 37 single broods and 24 double 
broods. A total of 34 failed nests were recorded almost all 
due to the cold in early May. Almost all re-nested. Chris has 
over 700 nest boxes for bluebird, Tree Swallow, Wood Duck, 
Kestrel and Owl. Boxes are made of pine and grease is used 
to stop climbing predators. Other nests included 135 suc-

cessful Tree Swallow ( down from 200 average for years) with 
lots unsuccessful and 4 successful Black Capped Chickadee. 
Chris recorded 61 pairs of bluebirds on this 23 year old trail. 
(280/61–4.59 fledged young per pair). He had his first 
Common Merganser nest in over 20 years, 8 of Wood Duck 
and 2 of Kestrel. Overall an excellent year except Tree Swal-
low numbers appear to be down. See what happens next year. 

Herb Furniss monitors 90 nest boxes in the Carden 
Alvar area of Victoria County (City of Kawartha Lakes). Herb 
had an excellent year with 146 bluebirds fledged from  
202 eggs. This is an egg to fledge percentage of 72%. There 
were 34 successful nests and 8 that were unsuccessful. A total 
of 44 eggs did not hatch. Two dead females were recovered 
in boxes during the early part of May. Herb uses the coker 
style nest box design and all are painted white and numbered. 
Herb has maintained this trail for 41 years. He hit the  
4000 fledged mark on June 18 and finished the year with 
4112 fledged young. He commented that the heat in July 
made up for the cold in May. This trail has never had a lot of 
Tree Swallows but 2 nests this year were successful. Weather 
and House Wrens were recorded as the 1-2 presumed cause 
of any nest failures. The record cold in early May was defi-
nitely #1. The following individuals assisted Herb with the 
monitoring April DeJong, Debby Hewitt, Sherry Madobny 
and Sarah Joudrey. 

Deb Coon Petersen and Glenn Petersen monitor  
25 nest boxes in West Lincoln Township, Niagara Region. 
Their only bluebird nesting was raided by a raccoon. After 
that happened they installed 8 inch stove pipe guards on all 
25 nest boxes. Ready for next season. They also installed ½ 
inch hardware cloth on top of the 8 inch stove pipes. This 
will prevent Deer Mice and snakes from getting into the nest 
boxes. They also added small amounts of pine shavings in the 
nest boxes over the winter. This allows roosting Downy 
Woodpeckers a warm retreat from winters cold. Shavings are 
removed before the nesting season begins. House Sparrow 
nests are removed. Other successful nests included 2 of Tree 
Swallow and 4 of House Wren. I know they are going to have 
a good year next year with bluebirds nesting. Excellent pred-
ator proofing of nest boxes. Good luck. 

Another good year for Dan and Manley Baarda with 73 
bluebirds fledged from the 64 nest boxes they monitor in 
Lincoln. Two early bluebird nests were lost due to the cold 
early may weather. A total of 95 eggs were laid which is an 
egg to fledge percentage of 77%. Excellent. Sixteen pairs were 
represented which is a fledged young per pair of (73/16)-
4.56. They use a Gilbertson type nest box that is painted 
white. Inverted large metal coffee cans are used to deter 
climbing predators. 

Other nests included 16 of Tree Swallow (57 Fledged) 
and 3 of House Wren (15 fledged). House Sparrows killed 
4 adult Tree Swallows in boxes that they were competing for. 
All House Sparrows are trapped and removed. House Spar-
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rows, House Wrens and weather were recorded as the 1-2-3 
presumed causes of any nest failures. Overall a very good year. 

Henry Miller monitors 109 nest boxes in Rainy River 
District. He fledged 113 bluebirds from the 24 pairs repre-
sented ( 113/24- 4.71 fledged young per pair ). A total of 
179 eggs were laid of which 5 were white. This is an egg to 
fledge percentage of 63% ( 113/179). Henry locates his nest 
boxes away from areas that may result in predation. He 
painted 4 new boxes midnight blue, they were all occupied 
by bluebirds. A total of 231 Tree Swallows fledged from  
46 nests (7 unsuccessful) and 2 nests of House Wren were 
successful. Merlins, ants and weather were listed as the prob-
able causes of any nest failure. He said it was great year for 
bluebirds and Tree Swallows. They nested earlier than usual 
and the bluebirds had some second broods which is unusual 
for this area. Some young died during the cold spell in April. 
Henry also worked with a member of the Rainy River Field 
Naturalists in setting up two trails. A total of 99 Tree Swal-
lows and 30 bluebirds fledged from this project. Overall an 
excellent year. 

John Hotchkiss manages 22 nest boxes in Elgin County. 
A total of 18 bluebirds fledged from the 31 eggs that were 
laid. Three nests were unsuccessful. All boxes are standard 
approved painted blue, white and green and all use stove pipe 
guards with wire mesh. Other nests include 7 of Tree Swal-
low and 3 of House Wren ( This compares with 7 nests in 
2019 and 14 nests in 2018). Bluebirds were there early build-
ing nests but left during the cold part of April allowing the 
Tree Swallows to move in. Biggest disappointment was hav-
ing 4 bluebird chicks die in the nest that were almost ready 
to fledge in early May when the overnight temperature was -
5˚ to -7˚C. Weather was listed as the #1 Presumed cause of 
any nest failures. 

The Halton Bluebird Club had another good year de-
spite covid with 134 Tree Swallows that fledged from  
198 eggs (168 hatched) and 48 bluebirds that fledged from 
the 64 eggs that were laid (55 hatched). Eastern Bluebird 
egg to fledge percentage was (48/64) – 75%. Tree Swallow 
egg to fledge percentage was 134/198 – 68%. Early mainte-
nance and box moving and repair was delayed because of an 
early ban on entering the park. Despite this the club finally 
were allowed into the park and overall had a very good year. 
House Wrens were listed as the #1 presumed cause of any 
nest failure 

Douglas Derry monitors 14 boxes in Caledon, Peel 
County. This trail has been ongoing for 35 years and was part 
of Leo Smiths old trail. Nests of 3 bluebirds, 6 Tree Swallow 
and 4 House Wren were recorded. The nest boxes were 
cleaned out on October 5. Another good year. 

Former OEBS director Virginia Hildebrandt had 
another good year fledging 16 bluebirds from 4 nests. Her 
trail of 11 nest boxes is located in Wellington County. House 

Sparrow control is practiced. Other successful nests include 
8 of Tree Swallow, 1 of House Wren and 1 of Black Capped 
Chickadee. 

Lynda Bere again in 2020 fledged 4 bluebirds from a 
nest in her Wood Duck Box. They fledged on July 13. Her 
bluebirds frequent her bird bath from early March continuing 
up to the writing of this report on November 12, 2020. No 
natural cavity nest this year. 

Paul Wigood and Pat Bell fledged 10 bluebirds from 
the 2 nest boxes they monitor in Hamilton Wentworth. Also 
successful were 2 nests of Tree Swallow and 1 of House 
Wren. 

Graeme Delieveseley had an excellent year with the  
27 nest boxes he monitors near Harrisburg in Wentworth 
County. A total of 32 bluebirds fledged from the 43 eggs 
that were laid. Two nests were unsuccessful. Other successful 
nests include 9 of Tree Swallow, 4 of House Wren and 1 of 
Black Capped Chickadee. All House Sparrow nests are re-
moved. The cold spring was responsible for 1 failed bluebird 
nest. Overall good management has resulted in lots of blue-
birds and Tree Swallows. Bluebirds over winter in this area. 

Henry Bauer had 1 pair of bluebirds that unfortunately 
lost their young during 3 days of wet and cold in early May. 
They did not re-nest. The nest box is located in Welland. 

Dennis and Gwen Lewington manage a 35 year old trail 
of 74 nest boxes on the Bruce Peninsula. Boxes are mon-
itored weekly during the nesting season. Bluebirds nested in 
19 boxes producing 83 fledged young. This is up from  
51 young fledged in 2019. A total of 95 eggs were laid for 
an egg to fledge percentage of (83/95)–87%. 22 pairs of 
bluebirds were represented. Five nests were unsuccessful. 
This now makes a grand total of 3,050 Eastern Bluebirds 
that have fledged in the 35 years they have been involved 
with this trail. They use the George Coker design long box 
and all are on T-bars and greased. A total of 155 Tree Swal-
lows and 62 House Wrens also fledged. Weather, House 
Wrens, weasels, blowflies, Squirrels, pesticides, raccoons, 
House Sparrows and Humans were recorded from 1-9 as the 
presumed cause of any nest failures. Each year Dennis and 
Gwen lead a Huron Fringe tour of their nest box trail. 

Dave Dewey and Hans Vetter monitor 18 nest boxes in 
the Niagara Region near Thorold. They had an excellent year 
with 33 young fledged from the 35 eggs that were laid by  
5 pair of bluebirds. This was their best year yet. Nest boxes 
are made of natural pine and all are on T-bars and greased. 
Also fledged were 53 Tree Swallow and 8 Black Capped 
Chickadee. As many as 7 Tree Swallows were killed by House 
Sparrows. House Sparrow nests are removed and adults are 
relocated. House Sparrows were recorded #1 as the most im-
portant presumed cause of any nest failures. 

Kelly Person fledged 8 bluebirds from the two pair that 
nested in 2 of her 4 nest boxes in Norfolk County. Grease is 
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used on poles for predator protection. I pair of Tree Swallows 
fledged 5 young. 

Don Arthurs and Carol Pallett had excellent success 
with the 20 nest boxes they monitor near Erin in Wellington 
County. A total of 30 fledged young were recorded from the 
30 eggs that were laid. Grease and stove pipe baffles are used 
for predator protection. They use Peterson, hand made and 
Walmart type nest boxes and say the birds almost always use 
the Walmart boxes. No information given for Tree Swallows. 

A good year for James Coleman with 11 bluebirds 
fledged from his trail of 14 nest boxes in Flamborough -West 
near Millgrove. Also successful were 4 nests of Tree Swallow, 
1 of House Wren, 2 of House Sparrow and 1 of Black 
Capped Chickadee. House Sparrows, weather and cats were 
recorded as the most important presumed cause of any nest 
failure. Boxes are put on a greased post. 

Karen Tufford-Brehn recorded 5 bluebirds fledged 
along with 30 Tree Swallows and 4 house Wrens. One Tree 
Swallow was killed by a House Sparrow. One bluebird nest 
had 1 dead chick and 3 infertile eggs. House Sparrows were 
the major problem on this trail. 

Wayne and Linda Buck monitor 31 nest boxes in the 
Counties of Perth (25) and Waterloo (7). Boxes are checked 
4 times a year. Several different box designs are used with 
grease used as predator protection. They recorded 10 suc-
cessful bluebird nests. Also recorded were 14 nests of Tree 
Swallows, 1 of House Wren and 1 of Black Capped Chicka-
dee. 

Carolynne Campbell and John Van Zon in Port Dover 
had 5 bluebirds fledge from 1 nest box. 

Tricia Nunan of Paris had 16 bluebirds and 16 Tree 
Swallows fledge from her nest boxes. 

Dan Pearson in Port Perry had 12 bluebirds fledge from 
3 broods. 

Audrey Heagy and David Okines monitor 58 nest boxes 
on their property near St. Williams, Norfolk County. Boxes 
are monitored twice a week. A total of 67 Tree Swallow 
young were banded and fledged. A total of 120 eggs were 
laid from which 83 hatched. Fifteen of the nests were unsuc-
cessful due mostly to Flying Squirrel predation, 3 where they 
found adult female Tree Swallows killed/eaten while laying 
on eggs. A few others were lost to flying Squirrels as aban-
doned with eggs or young. House Wren predation occurred 
at two boxes. One Black Capped Chickadee nest also failed 
due to House Wren predation. 

The bluebirds had an excellent year and appear not to be 
bothered by the Flying Squirrels. There were 8 successful 
nests ( in 7 boxes) producing 28 young from 30 eggs with 
27 banded and fledged. There were 6 different females. An 
interesting year. 

Dave Wilson manages 24 nest boxes near Lynden in 

Wentworth County. Dave had 7 successful bluebird nests that 
fledged 21 young. A total of 41 eggs were laid. There were 
4 unsuccessful nests. Tree Swallows fledged 41 young from 
69 eggs (47 hatched). House Sparrows are trapped and nests 
removed. Dave commented that the farm where he has most 
of his boxes has been sold and all the farm animals are gone 
as well. It solves one problem with the House Sparrows as 
they left as well. But now Dave may have to find a new spot 
to put his boxes. Good luck. 

Linda and Al Thrower manage 120 nest boxes located 
on the Ontario Power Generating plant property at Nanti-
coke. Last year 25 new boxes were added as replacements all 
with metal hole rings. They were built by Wayne Dowling 
and paid for by OPG. In 2018 a weasel moved in and cleaned 
out most of the House Sparrow nests. The predation of 
House Sparrow young was mostly on second nests. Two cats 
from a near by farm seem to be keeping the weasel numbers 
down. They report that 428 Tree Swallows fledged from  
107 of the nest boxes ( 428/107- 4 Tree Swallows fledged 
per box). No bluebirds were reported. This site under their 
direction has produced thousands of Tree Swallows over a 
long period of time.  

Editors Note: House Sparrows should never be allowed 
to nest successfully. Trapping adults and removing nests is a 
good way to lower the population. In this case the weasel has 
done it. Metal hole rings will not stop a weasel from enter-
ing. 

Ruthven Park National Historic Site has been the lo-
cation of a very successful nest box trail and bird banding op-
eration. Ruthven is owned and managed by the Lower 
Grand River Land Trust Inc. The site is now closed to the 
public and the bird banding operation has also been closed 
and probably will not reopen. Cost is a prohibitive factor. 
This has been a very productive nest box grid for both blue-
birds and Tree Swallows. Over the last five years that produc-
tivity has declined significantly mainly from a lack of 
maintenance from both the University of Windsor and Ruth-
ven. In 2013 this grid produced 649 Tree Swallows and  
117 bluebirds. The 175 nest boxes were then monitored 
under the direction of Christine Madliger and Chris Harris 
from the University of Windsor. This past year Nancy Furber 
and her daughter Allie checked 97 nest boxes on the Ruth-
ven Property. Most boxes are paired and have cone guards 
on metal poles that are greased. A total of 224 Tree Swallows 
and 26 bluebirds were banded and fledged. Nancy mostly by 
herself has monitored all the boxes to try and keep this grid 
trail going. Thanks to her. 

Darlene Chesney monitors 6 nest boxes in Oxford 
County. Out of the 23 bluebird eggs that were laid  
10 fledged ( 4 pair of bluebirds). One brood of 3 young that 
died on July 13 Darlene relates to the extreme July heat. A 
total of 21 Tree Swallows also fledged. House Sparrows are 
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controlled by keeping the boxes away from farm buildings. 
Weather was recorded as the #1 cause of any presumed nest 
failures. One pair of bluebirds was recorded as nesting in a 
natural cavity. 

Josef Kral in Lambton County (formerly of Guelph) has 
built up an extensive colony of Tree Swallows in the 50 nest 
boxes he has set up near Forest, Ontario. All are on metal 
posts with a 1 7/8 metal guard around the entrance. He 
fledged 249 Tree Swallows from the 297 eggs that were laid 
with only 2 nests unsuccessful. That is an egg to fledge per-
centage of 84%. Excellent I know how well this trail is run 
from the one he ran for years at Guelph Lake. Josef traps the 
House Sparrows and not one Tree Swallow was killed by one 
this year. Three posts and boxes were hit by farm machinery 
and destroyed. House Sparrows, Herbicides, Humans and 
weather were recorded as the #1 -4 presumed causes of any 
nest failures. No bluebirds this year. 

Kathy Sayeau manages 12 nest boxes in Oxford (5) and 
North Dumfries (7). She reports that there were 3 nests of 
bluebirds in Oxford and 2 in North Dumfries. Each nest had 
4-5 babies. A total of 3 Tree Swallow nests were also success-
ful. Kathy checked 2 old barns, 1 shed and 1 horse barn and 
recorded at least 90 fledged Barn Swallows. Also nesting 
under the eaves of their barn were 2 nests of Cliff Swallows. 
Not bad. 

Sylvia and Tom Fannon monitor 3 boxes on their prop-
erty near Port Colborne in the Niagara Region. Probably the 
one pair nested twice and produced 6 young. In one box an 
early April nest with 3 eggs was abandoned. This could also 
be from the same pair that eventually nested successfully. 
Boxes are fully predator protected. Tree Swallows had two 
successful nests. Weather was ranked No1 as the presumed 
cause of any nest failure. Good to have bluebirds in your 
backyard. 

John Balga monitors 17 nest boxes on his property in 
Essex County. One pair of bluebirds produced 4 young. John 
also had 16 pairs of Tree Swallows that laid 84 eggs and 
fledged 79. Fledged young per pair is (79/16) was 4.94. 

His martin house had 58 pairs that fledged 208 Purple 
Martins. John has been feeding scrambled eggs to both the 
martins and his bluebirds. He flings them in the air. He went 
through 20 dozen. Purple Martins in Southern Ontario and 
parts further south bordering the south shore of the Great 
Lakes suffered above average mortality due to the record cold 
temperatures in early May.  

Leanore Wiancko reports on the bluebird count in Oro 
Medonte of Simcoe County. She recorded that 41 bluebirds 
fledged along with 18 Tree Swallows and 26 House Wrens. 

The Glanbrook Conservation Committee monitor  
97 nest boxes for bluebirds, and 13 for Wood Ducks at the 
Binbrook Conservation area. This project started in 1992 
with 20 boxes. In 1998 they had installed close to their pres-

ent total. This past year was the start of a box replacement of 
41 of the 97 old boxes. As they put up new boxes they are 
relocating them to more open areas. At the main gate area 
where 22 nest boxes are located 2 successful bluebird nests 
fledged 6 young from 10 eggs and 9 boxes with Tree Swal-
lows fledged 34 young. House Wrens occupied 7 nest boxes. 
No report received on the results of the other boxes. House 
Wrens were recorded as the #1 presumed cause of any nest 
failures. 

Dorothy Hayley had a challenging year with deaths in 
the family and was not able to monitor her nest boxes in Lan-
ark County near Perth. She has 16 boxes in pairs all on  
T-bars with metal baffles and greased to stop climbing pred-
ators. Boxes are along roads where the vegetation is not 
sprayed or cut by the township. Dorothy will be cleaning and 
checking all the boxes this spring. Last year 38 bluebirds 
fledged from these boxes. 

The “Don Wills Latch” 
For most nest boxes the door is secured by a screw. Any-

time the nest box is checked or cleaned the screw needs to 
be removed with a screwdriver to open the door and re-fas-
tened when checking is complete. If you have an EABL trail 
this can become a tedious task. The simple solution that our 
Conservation Director Don Wills has used for years is a sim-
ple latch. 

On the OEBS web site “Nest Boxes and Trails” page, 
open the PDF for the Dorrie nest box plans. You will find 
the sketch and instructions for making and installing the 
latch. The latch adds a bit more work when you build a nest 
box but you will find accessing the box is much faster. The 
latch can be installed on a new box or added in the field with 
the appropriate screws as shown below. (submitted by  
T. Kott) 

Have Eastern Bluebirds Changed 
Their Migration Destination over 
the last 25 years? 
This article from the Fall 2007 OEBS newsletter.  

The 107th Audubon Christmas bird count (CBC’s) from 
December 14th, 2006 to January 5, 2007 in North America 
recorded 94,771 Eastern Bluebirds, 25,715 Western Blue-
birds and 19,706 Mountain Bluebirds. Ontario and the states 
around the Great Lakes, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan 
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and Ohio accounted for 21.5% or 20,371 Eastern Bluebirds 
on the 107th CBC.  

In Ontario, a total of 511 were counted mostly in Caro-
linian areas along the north shores of Lakes Erie and Ontario. 
Most Eastern bluebirds have migrated out of the province by 
the time the CBC took place and would undoubtedly bolster 
the numbers in the states mentioned especially Michigan, as 
they migrate along the north shores of lakes Ontario and Erie 
and cross into Michigan at the east end of Lake Erie.  

The highest count was in Pennsylvania with 9096 Eastern 
Bluebirds recorded. The highest one circle count was Mil-
lersburg, Ohio with 894 bluebirds. This count circle is 
unique as 80% of the counters are Amish. The count circle is 
located in an Amish community and the Amish cover the area 
by either walking or by bicycle, they do not use cars. 

The Ohio Amish community is similar to Pennsylvania’s 
Lancaster County in many ways, but there is one big differ-
ence. The Ohio Amish community has embraced birding. 
For many years a succession of teachers has encouraged 
young people to learn about the wonders of nature, especially 
birds.  

Numbers of bluebirds recorded on CBC’s in Ontario, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan have increased 
substantially from 1985-2007. These increases can be attrib-
uted to a concerted effort through nest boxes, but also a gen-
eral warming trend that has seemed to delay migration so the 
bluebirds are not migrating as far south as they did 25 years 
ago. Weather data from the Hamilton Airport Environment 
Canada weather station indicate a general warming during 
the 1980’s and 1990’s.  

Even when bluebirds were common in the 1930’s, they 
did not overwinter in the Hamilton area. It wasn’t until 1953 
that a single Eastern Bluebird was seen overwintering in 
Hamilton. From 1954-1985 bluebirds were recorded on 
only 4 CBC’s. From 1986 to 2007, bluebirds have been 
recorded on every CBC except two, 1993 and 1996 (count 
week). 
Measured at the Hamilton Airport Weather Station 
Winter December 1 – March 31   
YEAR       AVERAGE TEMPERATURE       AVERAGE # OF COLD DAYS (-15˚C) 
                         FOR DECADE                         BELOW /DECADE/ YEAR  

1960s                  -4.2˚C                                          21 

1970s                  -4.2˚C                                          18 

1980s                  -3.5˚C                                          17 

1990s                  -3.0˚C                                          15 

In most years, bluebirds are able to overwinter success-
fully in Ontario. This increase in CBC numbers would indi-
cate a change in migration destination with more and more 
bluebirds overwintering further north.  

An Eastern Bluebird banded near Bowmanville by Dennis 
Barry on June 11, 1969 was recovered near Thomasville, 

Georgia in January 1970, some 951 miles to the south. Den-
nis Barry and Jim Richards established a very successful blue-
bird trail near Bowmanville in 1967. Two other Eastern 
Bluebirds were also recovered in Georgia. One in 1939 and 
the other in 1951. One other bluebird banded near Ottawa 
in 1936 was recovered in Lake City Florida.  

The Manitoba population of Eastern Bluebirds has his-
torically migrated to Texas and Kansas to overwinter before 
returning in the spring. There are 4 records of birds banded 
in Manitoba and recovered in Texas (2) and Kansas (2). If 
bluebirds are still migrating this far we would expect to see 
an increase on CBC’s with the population increase. This has 
not happened in either Florida or Georgia. Bluebirds in 
Georgia increased from 1501 on the 85th count to only 
2510 on the 107th count.  

Have they delayed their migration so they arrive later or 
are they overwintering further north? 

In summary a general warming in eastern North America 
in the past 27 years has changed the migration destination of 
Eastern Bluebirds so that more overwinter in Ontario and 
the states adjacent to the Great Lakes.  
1. Article based on Audubon Christmas bird count data 

from 1985 to 2007.  
2. Thanks to David Philips Environment Canada Weather 

Office. 
3. Canadian Atlas of Bird Banding Volume 1: (Brewer et all 

2006)  
Editors Coments. The Manitoba bluebirds may have 

been impacted more than the Ontario bluebirds by the recent 
polar vortex that was particularly bad in Kansas and Texas. It 
is to cold in Manitoba for bluebirds to overwinter and most 
probably still migrate to Texas and Kansas. Every year more 
Eastern Bluebirds are counted on CBC’s in Ontario. The last 
four Ontario CBC’s had 827, 1124, 765 and 975 Eastern 
Bluebirds counted. Despite the cold February in Ontario 
many reports of bluebirds have been recorded that overwin-
tered successfully to the end of February.  
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Painting by Jane Hoed This is our official 
Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society logo. It 

was done by Jane in the late 1980s.


